WEN mg: N fa 
100 AD 


. 
4 


1 AT Gow 


2 
"7 


5 x0 


| Sole and 


« 


£44574 1 * 
1 8 * 


and of the Goſpel in 


\ en 7 
* * ? L » 


n 
, 
1 


* with, Hh 
10 of che HA 1 Aar 


705 


% 


NN 
_ FEY "4 
Wa< 


„ 
3 


7 


3 — — AE EIOOE DS FEED — ———— — None ei, —— 


"ST "y L * 5 8 18005 hat the 


25] . N 1 7 
0 F M 1.5 © ral 3 1 0 * 0 
4 9 x k V * 1 >. * a y 

- ds * 4 7 * * ij 7 


n 


x 72 1 f * Pg F #,\ 4? xs 1 4 ns : N. ' of . 
3 . Nr . 5 „ . : * 
» © 7 1 1 1 7 28 Nr or e * ; at 
* 7 W o 4% od ds i%s 4 $ „ . * 
y a NN h 8 ad 
0h RH LLN , LION "eta ae es 1 


*#; ry we 


*; n 1 n 1 * * 7 $5; +8 «Sy, * i ? * moved 4 * vs \ a *4 (LE 1 , a * — G a 


Wr 1 
1 *. 4 N 
1 ; 
% l 
5 
N } 
4 
#2 4% * 
9 
. 


„4. 


A. 757 


alt ff 91 A4. 9 


4 1 7 4 
80> 2 


7 
þ 2 
3 
ws 


Fr 


Ag, 


"RAE. 


9 IP 
AN 8 


N 


7 : 
* 4 \ 
* s 
*% * 
779 
755 
. 
P 


: 55 7 
he of N 


; 
Ws \ 


7 


nt 


Oy 8 
J FA” 
PR Ts. 
1 , 4a 58 0 
. 
* 9 at 
LA 0 
* 
; 9 + 4 
"3 
* . 


” 
— 
9 
* 5 
1 
$a 4s 
189. 
8 
P : . 
by EF 
N 


£.*4 4: 14 


£ 
- : 
74 
mg 
1 
1 
o 


1 Vs 


4 
3 
4 


— 
i 
- 
* 
1 
* 
* 


e a Wy 244 * 1 FA 
3% SS 2 r : S9 
5 Pt NIE of #.* * 


1 1 . 


M WE 


$2 5.Y 


1 J 0 4. Al. 19. 


«> - The mn did wonderoufly, and Manzch a and 


us Wife: looked on. 


oy HESE words give a 1 dentince, account 
of the wonderful trap ſaction of our redemp- 


tion, together with our privilege and duty 
thereanctt: The Angel did wonder vuſſy, and 


his wife were only ſpectators; they looked on, 
and beheld him doing the whole of the work. 125 
the words you may notice, 

1. The great Dosk: he is named 4 in ihe tert! 
way of ſupplement, THE ANGEL, Who this Ay 
was, may be atheted from the word Eno van, 
immediately before, in the ſame verſe ; Manzah took. 
e tid, "with 's meat-offering, and offered it upon a 
rock nfo: the Loxd 3 and the words of our text, 
which follow, may be read, And HE, (viz; the Lok 


1 


orJEKOY An,) wid wonderou}] 2M intimating, that the : 
tr 


Doer here is the living and true God. And like» 


verſe immediately preceeding the text; The. Angel 
ef the Lord ſaid anto him, Why aſkeſt thau thus es 
my name, ſeeing it is ſecret, or wonderful, as on the 
margin, Whereby it evidently appears, that the 
Angel, who did wonderouſly, is the fame Angel, 
whoſe name is the Wonderful Iſa. | ix, 6. Unto. you 
n child is born, unte you d fon is. given, — his name 
all be. called, e $0. that the 3 
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Manoab 
and his wife looked on, The Angel did all: and all 


that he did was wonderoully' done: Manoah and 0 


wile, who this Angel was may be gathered from the 
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Cu AIs he fole and wonderful Do E x 
here is certainly the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is fre- 
quently, in the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
called hy this name. Gen alviil, 16. fais Jarpb there 
ſons, the Angel, which 
„bleſi the Tads, The Angel, 


who is the redeemer from all evil, can be no other 
but Chrift himſelf, whoſe name is J=s us, becauſe he 
faves his people from their fn which are the great- 


elt of all evils. You may 


ſays the Lord there to Moſes, Behold, 7 /end an 
Angel before thee - beware ef him, and obey his 
23 my name is in him: which can be under: 
ſtood of no other but Chriſt, in whom the name of 
God is eſſertialh, and in whom it is moſt eminent- 


4 


** 


y dilplayed. A 


ug, thou muſt offer it unto the Lord : thereby f 
Manoah to nnder{tang, that, the Angel who ſpals, 
10 bim was truly and properly Cod? and ccf 
ingly you fee, in obedience to this command, Ma- 
noah offers bis burnt- offering unto the Los p, or 


f 


* 


Iplaye gain, he is called the Angel of the 
Lord, Plal. *xxiv. 7. The Angel of the Lord incamp- 
en round about then that fear him, and deliver eth 
then,” and the Manet or Meſſenger 


Mat of the coue- 
nant, Mal. 111. 1. 


ht, 1 hat by the Angel of the Lord 
in this chapter, we are to, underſtand Chriſt, will 
" appear, if you conſider the Angel's, command, to 
Manoah, ver. 26, — HI boi wilt ofer a:burnt-offor- 

; thereby giving 


Jengyan, in the verſe where our text is. And af. 
ter what was done ſo wonderouſly, ver 20. it is 
Fald, that Manoah knew that the Angel of the Lord 


Vas indeed the living and true G 


od.;. as may be ga- 


| thered, by comparing verſe 21. Then Mama knew 


\ 


* 


'#hat he was an ANGEL of the Lord, with verſe,22 | 
And Manoah {aid unto his wife, We. ſball ſurely die, 


he Angel of the Lord, 


Cel lice en Gop. Now, the reaſon why 
Chrilt is called't 


* becauſe, | 


that though he'be the Father's equal, yet, as Medi. 
"ator, he condeſcended willingly to be bis Father“ 


. meſſenger, to be ſent on the great errand of glority: 
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pany of mankind loſt. Cans Tem, 


: 


2. In the words you have the manner of bis do- 


ing, he bib wONDEROUSLY or, as the words ure 
rendered by ſome, He wrought winderouſly in his dow 
ing. What he did is matter of everlaſting wonder, 
You have an account of this wonderful work done 
by the Angel of the covenant, in the verſe follow- 
ing the text; For it came to paſs, when the flame 
went up toward heaven, from the altar, that the An- 


gel of the Lord aſcended in the Name of the altar. . 
For underſtanding hereof, you would know, that 


the ſacrifice that was offered, on this, occaſton, was 
a burnt-offering,' ver. 16. ———/If thou wilt offer 4 
burnt-offering, thou miſt offer it unto the Lord, This 
was one of the chief kind of offerings inſtituted a- 
mong the Jews ; for, when this ſort of offering is 
mentioned, it is always ſaid to be a ſweet ſavour 
unto the Lord, Lev. i. 17: and many other places, 


The beaits; thus offered, were to be ſlain, cut to 
pieces, and whoky burnt upon the altar; intimat- 


ing, that though we deſerved to be confumed by 
the wrath of God, yet Chriſt; as our Surety, was, 
through the eternal Spirit, to offer himſelf without 
ſpot to God; and, in the meritorious facrifice of him- 

elf, to make atonement for ſin, and endure the 
whole of that wrath; which would utterly have con- 


famed us. Again, the fire that was preſeryed on 
ide altar, both in the tabernacle and temple, where- 
by the burnt-offering was conſumed, came firſt from 


beaver; intimating, tbat it was the love of God 


that was the fpring of our redemption; for, it pleaſ* 


ell the Lord to bruife' him. — God ſpared not his own 


Con. And it is more than 'probable, that the fire 


which conſumed this burnt - offering, which Manoah 
offered, was kindled by the Angel of the Lord him- 
felf, even as he miraculouſſy cauſed fire to riſe up 
out of the rock before; whereof you read, chap. 


vi. 21. The Angel of the Lord put forth the-end of _ 
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the ſtaf thats was, in his hand, and touched, the fleſb 
and unleavened cakes, and there roſe up, fire out of 
the rock and conſumed them; ;1ntimating, that it was 
out of his own free love that he undertook this 

great work of our redemption; for, his delights 
were with the ſons of nen. And, laitly, it is ob- 
ſerved, in the verſe following the text, whereupon 
we are now ſpeaking, that the Angel aſcended in 
the flame of the altar ; e the ſucceſs of his 
expiatory ſacrifice ; when e had by himfelf purged 
our ſins, be ſat down on the right-hand of the Maj eſiy 


en higb. The flame of the altar conſumed the ſa- 


- 


_ crifice that was upon it, and yet his aſcending in 


that flame, plainly ſignified, the merit of his obla- 


tion, that it was a ſacrifice of a ſweet - ſmelling ſa- 
vour uſto God; for he ſuffered theſe things, and 
then entered into his glo ß hls beth 
3. In the words, you have the part that Manoah 
and his wife acted, with reſpe& unto this wonderful 
work; it is ſaid only, that they LooRED on: The 
Angel did wondarouſly, and Manoah and his wife lool - 
ed on. The Angel did all in this wonderous work: 
he was the only Dor; Manoah and his wife had no 
ſhare in point of doing; they only. looked on 
and ſaw him do all himſelf, But though Manoah, 
and his wife only /2oked on, yet they were not mere 
idle ſpectators; for they were filled with wonder 


_ © and reverence at this great ſight, the true buſh burns 


ing and not conſumed, ver: 20. —Hanoah and his 
wwife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the graund. 
And though there was ſome mixture of unbelief in 
Manoah, ariſing from a common opinion, which 
ben prevailed, that they ſhould die, becauſe 
they had ſeen God, verſe 22.; yet his faith was 
ſtrengthened, by his wife's telling him, that the won - 


derous doing of the Angel, which they had been 
witneſſes to, was no evidence at all of a #illing, 


but of a /aving God, ver. 23. His wife ſaid unto 
Vin, ¶ the Lord were pleaſed to kill as, he would 
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pt have received a burnt-offering and a'meat offering 
bur hands, neither would he have ſhetued us all 
beſe things : namely, all theſe things that are im- 
orted in the Angel's doing wonderoully ;+ which 
ertainly muſt imply faith, on their part, in the 
romiſed Meſſiabh, thus exhibiting. himſelf. —— | 
From the weeds thus explained, in connection 
fich the context, 1 obſerve the following MO, 


Doer. That as* 5 0 Lerd Fe 11 Chriſt, 'the ery 
of the covenant, is the wonderful and andy Doer 
in the great work of our redemption; o it is the 
privilege ond duty of mankind ſinners to ook on. 
— The Angel did eee and en n 
his wife mrs. . 


In ſpeaking upon. "cis ſubjea, 1 hall all fly, 
rough divine alttance,. - f 


I. To how. that the Lord Jeſas Chriſt i is | the hah 
Doer in the great work of ohr redemption. 

II, Enquire in what reſpects e did won deruuy. 

III. Speak of the privilege and duty of laobing on, 
and beholding the Angel of the: Lon doing 
wonderouſly, 


IV. Deduce fome Inference: for the i improvement; 


I. I am to ſhow, that the Lori Fefus Chriſti is the 
Ly Dok in the os: work of aur eee, 
* will apear, Fs 
From the daten e . that the Father 
th made of him, as the only fit perſon for this 
eat undertaking, Plal. IXxxix. 1, 20. I have 
a help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one 


ut ; with my Holy oil have I anointed him. 1 


ii. 1. Behold, my. ſervant, whom I ala mine 
, in whom my foul deliphteth, es 10 


2. The ſolemn e from heaven, that is 


ſen ont of the people; I have found Duvid my diam * 


pal of all capacity to do 0 
Je 


8 Cine h /ole and wonderful Do tn 


; given once and again unto his commiſſion, to this 
great work, is:a proof that he is the only doer there, 


in, 2 Pet. i. 17. He received, from the Father, 5 
nour ang glory, when there came to him ſucb u voic 
From the excellent glory, This i my beloved Son, in 
whom 1 am well. pos: for, him hath God tht 
Father ſealed, _Joba vi. 77 

3. His aun teſtimany, who is the faithful wit. 
neſs, is a ſufficient evidence hereof, Iſaiah 1x11. ;. 


| d lodked, and thers was none to helps I wondered that 


there "was none to uphold; therefore mine own arn 


 brovebt ſalvation unto me. 


4. That he is the only doer in the great work © 


| redemption, may appear from the circumſtanc es 0 


linners of mankind, whom he had to redeem. They 
are deſcribed to be in ſuch circumſtances, as to bt 
[thing for, them 
Ives. They are ſaid to be without eng, Rom 
v. 6.; to be as helpleſs as a child new-born, Ezck, 
Xvi. G.; yea, to de actually dead, both in a ſpiri 
tual and legal ſenſe, Eph. ii -g. Tou #9th he qui cle. 
ed, who were drain tre/paſſes and inn. 
5. That Chriſt is the only doer in this great 
work, will appear from the tenor of the covenail 
of grace, which was made with him; wherein he, 1 


the Head und Surety, was bound to pay the Who 


debt, owing by an elect world, in virtue of a broke! 
covenant of works; for, the Lord laid on bim 
iuigui ties of us all, Accordingly he ſays himſel 
Matth. iii. 15. — It becometh us 10 fulfil all righ! 
on/ne/t, This he had engaged unto in the bon 


of ſervice which he gave unto his Father, and bid 
Was chearfully accepted of by him, Haiah' xlix.; 


Thou art my ſernant, O Ifrael, in whom I wil! | 


- . glorified, Agreeably to which, be ſays, Pfal. xl. 


Mine ears buſt 'thon bored. —— Thus you fee thi 
Chriſt is the only doer in the great work of our f 
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eres c n. The elend hal of the method was to enquire, 
»M in what reſprtts the Angel of th Lord DID WONDE 


CLEA WY 


977 6 KovSLY in this great work. 
. He did wonderovily, in daviping, from) hays 
"the nity, to anſtver all demands of -law and juſtice in 
our room and ſtead. When the plan of this work - 
Wit. in all that he bad to do and ſuffer; was laid before 
him, he chearfully undertook it; then ſaid he, Lo, 
cone. Whereupon the love of God, which gave 
riſe to the whole, is ex preſt in terms of che greateſt 
delight and complacency, Jer. xxx. 21. Who is: this - 
Moat eng apes, his beart 7⁰ approach une Nc, Jad 
a Lord: 

2. He did 0 % in eppeinithe; as bead 
of the church, that there ſnould be a typical repre 
fentation of his ſubſtitution, many ages before he 
was actually facrificed'for us. Being the head of 
the old, as well as the new-teſtament church, he ap - 

dointed in the old-teſtament diſpenſation, that 
beaſts ſhould be flain in facrifice, as'a ſtanding pledge 
of his taking away ſin, in the fulneſs of time, by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf : and upon account of the 
early inſtitution of ſacrifices,” as typical of his 
meritorious oblation, it is, that he is ſaid to be 
the Lamb ain from the foundation of the world Rev. 
ili. 8. 
. The Angel of the Lord did wondetoully. in 
| a aſſumption of our nature. God, in the perſon of 
the Son, alfumed the human nature into union with 
himſelf: or, which is the ſame thing, the Son of 
God, being from eternity a divine per ſon, the ſame 
felf- exiſtent, and independent God with the Father 
and Holy Ghoſt,. did, in the fulneſs of time, actu - 
ally aaa the buman nature, a true body and a 
reaſonable ſoul, into union with his own divine 
| by i : "without permitting it to exiſt ane moment 
ieſelf. This Aſſumption of our nature into his 
divine perſon, was the peculiar act of the Son 
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N77 are partokers of fleſh ond blood, be alſs 


inelf likewiſe-took port of the ſame. — For verily he 
took not on him the nature F angels, but he tool on 
 bimthe-/eed of Abraham. And bercupon the union 
of the two natures, of God and man, is fixed in his 

lorious perfon, unalterably, for ever, Mat. i. 23. 
fle who was conceived and born of a virgin, is 
Immanuel, God withus: — God made manifeſt in the 
fleſu: which could. be no other way, than by the 
union of the two natyres. in the ſame perſon : and 
yet this union is ſuch an one, that each nature re- 


- 


* 
* 


tains its own eſſential properties, without the leaſt 


compoſition or copfulion.. . The divine nature, in 
the perſon of the Son, is omniſcient, omnipotent, 
- omnipreſent, and poſſeſſed of all divine perfecti- 
ons; and continues to be ſo unchangeably for ever. 
The human nature, in the ſame perſon, was born, 
yielded obedience, died, and roſe again, yet it is the 
lame perſon that acts all theſe things: and therefore 
it follows, that whatever Chriſt did, or continues 
to do as Mediator, is to be conſidered as the act, or 
work, of the perſon of him who is God- man. Here- 
in indeed it is, that the Angel of the Lord did uon- 
deroufly, even in aſſoming our nature to his own 
divine perſon. This is the foundation upon wor 
the whole plan of our redemption is executed, and 
is the greateſt wonder in heaven and earth, and the 
higheſt demonſtration of infinite love; that he, who 
humbles himſelf to behold things in heaven, ſhould: 
condeſcend not only to behold things in this lower 
world, but to be born in it; and not only to be born, 
but to become a man of ſorrous, and acquainted with 


| grief; to be deſpiſed and rejected of men; yea, to 


become a curſe, that he might redeem us from the 
 -eurſe.of the law. May we not then join with the 
Lapoſtle in ſaying; Without controverſy great is the 


myſtery of godlineſs.? And that the Angel of the 
Lord did wonderouſly in this matter, will further ap- 


pear, if you. conſider, that the human nature, a8 it 
3 ; 2 0 1 7 i ; * ; 
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In the Work of Man's Redemption, 11 


ſtands in his glorious perſon, is the channeſ in which 
the Fulneſt of the Godþzad is conveyed and commy- 
nicated unto us; for in him dwelleth all the fulnefs 
of the Godhead bodily ; that out of his fulnels, all 
we might receiye and grace for gragaqe. 
'4- The Angel of the Lord did wonderoufly, in 
his obedience to the law, which was violate and broke 
by all his ſpiritual ſeed, in the firſt Adam, their head 
and repreſentative in the covenant of works: ac- 
cording to the tenor of which covenant, all things in 
the law were to be obeyed, and that with the high 
eſt degree of perfection, and this perfect obedience 
to be continued unto, the end. In this reſpect, tbe q | 
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Angel of the Lord did wonderouſly; for, having | 
aſſumed a holy human nature into his divine per- I 
ſon, as you were hearing, he, as ſecond Adam, and = 
eoreſentative of all his ſpirityal ſeed, did yield o- ll 
I bedience to the law in all points, and that in the 9 
higbeſt degree of perfection, to the very end of the 
5 race that was ſet before him; far, he became obedient 
ate the death; yea, he magniſied the law, and made 


it hongurgble by his obedience ; and thus he recover- 
ed a title to eternal life, upon the faotipg of per- 
fect obedience, performed by himlelf as a public 
perſon, for all his ſpiritual ſeed, who had ſinned and 
come ſhont o the glary of God. ti * Dunn 

_ 5. He did wonderoully.in his /aprefice, for he 
offered HanSELF, Tit. ii. 14. He gave HIMSELF 
or us, The whole human nature, ſoul. and body; 
was. the /acrifice; the altar that ſanctiſied the offers, 
ing, and bore it up under its ſufferings, was his 8 
own divine nature, Heb. ix. 14. — Tbzough us 
eternal Spirit be offered binſelf, without ſoot» ae 
God, This oblation, or offering, was the adt f 
the whole perſon: as the divine nature bore up t 
wuman in its ſufferings, and offered it, ſo this of- 
fering was the voluntary acting of all the faculties 
of his rational ſonl. O herein did the Angel of th 


ord moſt wongerouſly ! Although the mgtter of 
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the ſacrifice was the human nature, yet the Prie/}, 
ho offered it, was the perſon of him who is God- 
man; and this was that which gave dignity and ef - 
ficacy to this wonderful oblation, ' He did ſo won- 
derouſly, that he fully ſatisfied the higheſt demands 
of Juſtice, Eph; v. 2. He bath given himſelf for us, 
en offering and g facrifice to Gel, for a ſweet-ſmel- 
ko Ge ER TRY, 
6. He did wonderoufly in the by and manner of 
Dis finiſhing the purchaſe of our redemption; for, 
- he did it In the way of bowing hit hend, and pivin 
wp the-ghoſt.” And this he did moſt chearfully : The 
cup, fays he, which ny Father hath given me, ſhall 
Ino arinkit ? I have a baptiſm to be baptixed with, 
dad how' am I ftrattened till it be accompliſhed !—He 
did it moſt Faithfullys he left ne part of the work 
undone; for, before he gave the finiſhing ſtroke in 
| bis deaths it is ſaid; that he knew' #447 all things 
were accompliſhed; John xix; 128; — He did it moſt 
 J«bni/7vely,in obedien oe to the commandment which 
he received'of his Father, John x. 18.; for he was 
foughit as Lamb to the laughter, and as a ſheep 
befbre hen ſhearers if dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth, 
J. The Angel of the Lord did wonderov ly, in 
his making an h of in, Dan. ix 24. The human 
nature, as it ſtands in every individual of Adam's 
family. had ſin charged upon it, and was defiled 
and deformed thereby; and the whole race would 
have gone on in ſinning, and bearing implacable 
enmity againſt God for ever, as well as the angels, 
rhat fell, are now doing: but the Angel of the Lord 
hath done wonderovſly, in puting an end to finning, 
in the human nature, as aſſumed by himſelf to his 
on divine perſon ; whereby he not only preſented 
the human nature unto God without fin, bolr, 
Harmleſs, and undefiled; but therein likewiſe made 
' atonement for our fins; and by virtue of this aſfump- 
tion of an holy human nature, and bis atoning {a: 


© efifice therein, it is, that an infallible ſecurity i 


— 


1 | in 1 he Work of Mix N25 Redemption. 13 


55 given, that there ſhall be an eternal period put to 
d- linning, in every one of his ſpiritual ſeed, ſa ſoon 
of. as they enter the. threſhold of glory at death; for 
n- then u e things ſhall paſs away he will then 
ds I © preſent all his members to himſeſf, a glorious church, 
us, v having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch things but 
. perfectly holy and without blemiſh, Eph. v. 27. 
8. He did wonderouſly, in the congueſt he obtain-. 
ed over all our ſpiritual enemies. He took the field 
alone: he ſet his face like a flint, ſaying, Who is 
nine adverſary ?. Let him come near unto me. And 
accordingly, as the day of vengeance was in his 
: heart, ſo he trode all his divertaries in his anger, 
and trampled them in his fury; and, like briars 
and thorns, they were conſumed' before him. He 
foiled kings of great armies, and did it in a way 
that was never heard tell of before, even by his 
death, Col. il. 15. Having ſpoiled principalities and 
powers," he made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it, 1; e. in his eroſt; or, in himſelf, 
as in the margin. He hath wrefted the keys of hell 
and of death out of Satan's hand, and made a public 
Jew of them in his own, as an evident token of 
his complete victory, ſaying, I have the keys of hell 
JJC 
9. He did wonderouſſy in his reſurrection; for 
he roſe again by his om. power, Iſa. ii. 19. Deſtroy 
Ibis "temple, and in three days I will raife it up; 
meaning, the temple of his body, ver. 21. which he 
himſelf would raiſe up within that time. Never any 
roſe, or ſhall riſe, by their own power, but himſelf; 
nnd his doing fo, is adduced as an argument that 
he is truly and properly God, Rom. i. 4. Declared 
to be the Son of God with power, — by the reſurrecti- 
01 2 the dead. He did wonderouſly alſo in his 
reſurrection, in as much as he roſe. diſchargei f 
all the debt of an elect world; for, he was delivered 
or our offences, and was raiſed again for our quſti- 
„%% b OE oo en 
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IR 10. The Angel of the Lord did wonderouſly in 


his-aſtenſion ; for he aſcended in the flame of the al. 
tar. This is the particular inſtance mentioned in 
the context, wherein the Angel did wonderouſly, 
as appears by comparing the text, with the words 
immediately following: The Angel did uonderouſly; 
For it came to paſs, when the flame went up towards 
heaven from-off the altar, that the Angel of the Lord 
aAſcended in the flame of the altar. His aſcending in 
the fome preſuppoſed all the dther wonderous acts 
Vubich we have named in the preceeding heads; ſuch 


as, his engagement from eternity 4 and his actual 


incarnation and ſatisfaction in the fulneſs of time: 
ſo that this deed of the Angel, in aſcending in the 


ame of the altar, was deſigned to give a compen- 


dious view, ſuitable to that diſpenſation, of the 
-whole work of redemption, which was in due 
ttme to be accompliſhed in and by the perſon of the 
Meſſiah. More particularly, as the ſacniſic? on the 
altar was typical of the death of Chriſt, ſo his a- 
ſFrcending in the flame of tbe altar, typified the merit 
tar was deſigned to repreſent the wrath of God, 


which might juſtly have conſumed all the children 


of men, as the burnt- offerings were upon the altar: 


but his aſcending in the flame of the altar, plainly 


_ . igniſied, that the wrath of God, which was to kin- 
dle upon him as the Surety, {hquld be endured whol- 


by him; and, in conſequence thereof, he:ſhould 


aſcend as the Fore- runner for us within. the vail, to 


carry in the merit and efficacy of his blood within 


2 upper ſanctuary, and thus to prepare a place 
or us. | OLI ON ET 9 OI 


To what has been ſaid, I ſhall only add, very 
briefly, that as the Angel of the Lord hath done 
wonderouſly in the purchaſe 

Ip likewiſe in the ayeLicaTion of redemption, by 
his word and Spirit, He raiſes the dead into new- 
neſs of life: he calls the things that are not, as tho 


7. lo he dorh wonderouſ: © 


— 
7% 
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they were: he gives eye - ſight to them that are born 
blind : he looſes the bands of priſoners: pulls down 
the ſtrong holds that are in the heart: brings theſe , 
that are afar off near: he cancels the hand-writing 
that was againſt us, and contrary to us; and makes 
theſe that have lien among the pott, to become 
deautiful by his comelineſ5 put upon them. He 
doth wonderouſly in maintaining his own work of 
grace in the ſoul, in the midſt of all the corruption 
that is there, till he bring forth judgment into victo- 
5. — He doth wonderoully in his iaterce ton: for 
it is his appearing, upon the merit of his ſacrifice, in_ 
the preſence of God for us, Heb. ix: 24. lt is juſt 


S8 „ ow 


„ 


John xvii. 24. Father, I will, that they whom thou 


may behold the glory which thou haſt given me. 
The Angel of the Lord doth wonderoufly in gather- 
ing and preſerving a'church to himſelf upon earth. 
He gathers his church by means contemptible in 
the eye of the world; for, by the fool! 4775 of preach- 
ng he ſaves them that believe. A word ſpoken 

power, will make the ſtouteſt heart to yield, when 


xccompliſh ſuch an end. As he gathers, ſo he pre- 
hey are but a little flock, à ſmall remnant ; yea, 
hough they are, moreover, as the Lilly among the 
horns, and as ſheep in the midſt of wolves, yet he 
reſtrains and bridles the fury of the adverſary, ſo as 
he gates of hell cannot prevail either by power or 
policy: for a ſeed has, and ſhall do ſervice to him. 
is name ſhall endure for ever. 


ie comes at the laſt day, in the clouds of heaven, with 


the 06444 and che fares : be will ſentence the wick» 


mY 


his will, that he himſelf, and all bleſſing; be ours, 


haſt given me, be with me, where I am, that they _ 


poken with 
all the ftatteries and threatnings of the workd cannot 


erves his church molt werft e : for, though 


| And, to add no | 
nore upon this head, he will do wonderonfly when 


wer and great glory: for then he will raife the 
lead, ſiſt them” before his judgment-ſeat ; make an 
ternal ſeparation betwixt'the heb and the goats, 
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ed into. everlaſting fire; and carry the whole in. 
numerable company of the redeemed from among 
men with him into heaven, and preſent them unto 
bis Father, ſaying, Behold I, and the children whon 
thou haſt given me. And then he himſelf, who hath 
done ſo wonderoufly, will continue to be the ob- 
ject of their eternal praiſe and wonder, ſaying, with 
4 loud voice, as it is, Rev. v. 12. Worthy is the 
Laub that was ſlain, ta receive power, and riches, and 
om, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſ. 


ing. I now proceed to the 


j TL HD TIS. 4 r F W . 
III. Head in the method, which was to pe 
the Nen whe gs duty of LOOKING ON, or BEHOLD: 
ING the Angel of the Lard doing wonderouſly.. Up. 

on this point, I ſhall briefly enquire, | 
_ Firſt, What is imported in the -PRIVILEGE of 

| looking n... Wig e „ 

Säecondly, What is the nature of this on- looking, 
eie, 3%ͤͤ;« ary ft 
Firſt, What is imported in the eRIVILEGE of Jook- 

Ii v WY be 
1. It imports, that mankind ſinners have a near 
concern in all that was done ſo wonderouſly by the 
Angel of the Lord; all that he did and ſollered, in 
the executing of all bis mediatorial offices, as Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King, was for us. His very er- 
rand into the world, was to ſeet and ſave thut which 
wa, loſt. All the gifts he hath received, are for us; 
1 for, he hath received gifts for men. All that ever 
he did ſo wonderouſly, as Mediator, he did it in a 
public character, as repreſenting his ſpiritual ſeed 
among ment thus.he aſſumed a holy human nature 
as the head, and therefore all the members are in 
2 law-reckoning, born holy in him: he became o- 
bedient unto death, as their head; and therefore 
all their debt is paid in him: he roſe as their bead, 
and therefore they are all diſcharged in him; for 
he was raiſed again for our juſtification : he bath 4. 


| 


. * N 


* 
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1M fcendedas their head, and therefore they are ſet down 
ng in heavenly places in him. Sirs, you have ſuch a 
near concern in all that the Angel of the Lord hath 
„done fo wonderouſly, that he directs his call unto 
vou only, ſinhers of mankind, excluſive of the an- 
gels that fell, Prov. vili. 4. Unto you, O men, I call; 
and my voice is unto the ſons of nen. 
2. Though you have ſuch a near concern, as hath 
been juſt now ſaid, yet your privilege of looking on 
and beholding the Angel of the Lord doing wonde- 1 
rouſly, imports, that you are utterly unable and inn Ml 
capable to have any ſhare in this great work your- 
ſelves, either in point of doing or ſuffering. Non 1 
want the principle of perfect obedietice, à ſoul per- "| 
fectly holy; and, therefore, who ran bring a clean #1 
thing out of an unclean? Since your nature is cor- 1 
rupted, your obedience cannot be perfect, either aas 
to parts or degrees; and therefore, no obedience ; 
at all, in law-reckoning. And as for ſuffering for 
ſin, it muſt either be infinite in value, or endleſs in 
duration: there can be no infinite worth in the ſuf- 
ferings of finite creatures; and if their ſufferings 
are endleſs in duration, they muſt be miſerable for 
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ever. So that your being privileged to look on; ang 

behold the Angel of the Lord doing wonderouſly, = 
ſays, that you can have no ſhare in that great work #1 
yourſelves; none of us can redeem our brother, or j 


give unto God a ranſom for him. Hence it follows, 

3. That the privilege of looking on imports, 

that the whole work was entered upon; and fini/hed 29 
by the Angel of the Lord himſelf, He is the only 
Doer, as you were hearing on the firſt head, and he 4% 
hath completely finiſhed what he undertook to dos, 

as is clear by his own teſtimony, John xvii. 4. 1 
have 2 thee on earth; I have finiſhed ibe 

_ work which thou gaveſt me to do. 1 
4. The privilege of looking on imports, that all 

for - that the Angel of the Lord undertook to do, and 

a hath done ſo wonderouſly, for the redemption of 


— 


\ 


of ther object. The eye of the body does nothing 


is a receiving of what is preſented, or brought near 
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mankind fingers, is revealed and manifeſted to us 
in, the word of the goſpel. Looking on ſuppoſes an 
ect preſent. what was in the text preſent unto the 
ſenſes of Manoah and his wife, is to us more firmly 
and ſolidly, preſent, in the word of faith ; for the 
word of. prophecy, or the faithful word of a God 
that cannot lye, is more ſure and ſteadfaſt than any 
Fe repteſentation whatſoever, 2 Pet. i. 18 19. 


- 


we were with him in the holy mount. We have ulſb a 


more ſure word of propheſy, whereunta ye do well 
that ye. take head. So much for the privilege of 


. Secondly, Enquire what is the nature of hir on- 


| Jdorking, as it is a DUTY, The nature of faith is fre- 


Nude expreſt on ſcripture under the notion of 
looling or beholding, Laiah xlv. 22. Look unto me, 
aud ile ye ſane, all je ends of the earth, Ch. xv. 1.1 
aid, BEEOUD. me, BEHOLD mes unto à nation that was 
pot called by my lame. Now, the metaphor of look- 
ing on, or, beholding, is very fit to expreſs the na- 
ture of faith, on a two-fold account; both becauſe 
it includes a receiving of the object, and likewiſe 
a firm perſua ſion about it. 2 179 


I. Looking on neceſſaril includes a RECEIVING 


elſe with reſpect unto the objects that are preſente 
unto it, but receive them; and therefo:e looking 
on is very fit to expreſs the nature of faith, which 


in the word of promiſe, John i. 12. A many as RE- 


' CEIVED him, to them gave he power, or e 


to become the ſons of God, The receiving nature o 

faith, plainly ſays, that we have nothing of our 
own; and, o. the ſame time, that the whole unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt are brought to our hand; and 
therefore as faith receiyes all, it cannot but aſcribe 
all the glory to the giver, and the freedom of his 


grace, Rom. iv. 16. It is of faith, that it might be | 
Fs of grace. | 5 ; * 


ts voice which came 1 we heard, when 
c 
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3. Looking on inclodes in! it a rm vr sus. On aD 
the object we behold. , When we are looking upon 
a perſon doing or e we are firmly perſuad- 
ed of what we ſee; ſo looking on, or beholding the 
Angel of the Lord doing wonderoufly (as all that 


he bath done concerns us, and is revealed unto us) 


muſt include a firm per ſuaſion correſponding to that 
revelation. Now, what is here preſented unts the 

eye of faith, in the word, is, that the Hngel of the 
Lord huthi done all that you were hearing above, 
and infinitely more than can be told; and that he 
hath done all theſe things Hr you ; inn" therefore 
hi mſelf, his Aae and ſalvation is yours, 


in the grant and offer thereof; and confequently 


looking on, or believing, in this cafe, muſt be a 
perſuaſion that it is o, upon the ground of God's 
faithfilneſs and veracity, ſpeaking in his own 
word: the ground of the perſuaſion of faith being 


infinitely more firm and folid, than the ground of 


any perſuahon,we can have ariſing from our ſenſes, 
becauſe it is the in;allible teſtimony of a God that 
cannot lye, whoſe werd is as unchangeable as his 
being. Therefore, when it is revealed to us, that 
God fo lowed the world, as to give his only begotten 
San, that whoſoever belioverh on him, ſhould not pe- 
riſß, but have everlaſting life ; the language of 
faith, correſponding hereunto, mult be, as in Acts 
xv. 11. We believe, that through the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved. Hence it-ea- 
fly follows, that this perſuaſion of faith mult take 
in the particular application, and uſe- making of its 
object, for all the intents and purpoſes for which - 
he is exhibited- unto us, for wiſdon, righteouſneſs, 


Jenctifcation, ond a 0 5 


IV. I proceed now to deduce ſome TxFEREN xs 
for the ALICATIOR. 
1. Hence fee, what is Wee of the covenant of 
works, which — hy the frſt dam, and alt 
a C2 
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pis poſterity in him; it is fullle by the Angeb of 
the Lord, the ſecond Adam, in what he hath done 


o wonderouily ;: and the fulfilment thereof by him, 


both as to the precept and penalty; was the very 
condition of the covenant of grace, that was made 


with him as the head of his ſpiritual ſeed. No work, 
nor deed of ours, no not faith itſelf, can be the in- 


_ titling condition of the covenant of grace. Our 


tight and title to eternal life, can be founded on 
nothing elſe, but Chriſt's fulfilling all righteouſneſs 
for us; for, he-was made ſin: for ns, 'who knew na ſin, 


* 
1 


* 


2. Is the angel of the Lord the only Doer in the 


great work of our redemption? then bence ſee, that 


all you, who are convinced of your utter inability 


to do for yourſelves, have the beſt ground to lip- 
pen to him for relief, out of the ſeveral ſtraits 


and difficulties, wherewith you may, at preſent, be 
\ diltreſfed.- Why, the Angel of the Lord did won- 


derouſly in the purchaſe of your redemption, and be 


continues to do fo likewiſe in the application thereof, 


Whatever then be your preſent exerciſe or trial, 


rely upon him as the only doer for you, and you 
ſhall have an 8 vou oppreſſed with a 
body of ſin and death, and with ſuch a ſenſe of 


| heart-wandering, hardneſs, and deadneſs, that you 


know not what to do, and are afraid to venture unto 
the Lord's table in ſuch a diſmal caſe? Well, depend 


vpon the Angel of the Lord, as the only Doer for 


vou, upon the ground of his own word, wherein 
he hath ſaid, Sin /hall not have dominion over you. 


- He hath made an end of fin, that {in might be finiſh- 


ed in you at laſt, Look to him for quickening and 

reviving, becauſe he hath ſaid, I am come that you 
might have life, and have it more abundantly.” Look' 
to him for heart-melting, and heart-loathing on the 
account of your fins, upon the ground of that word, 


Ezek. xxxvi. 31. Then fball ye remember your own 
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that aue might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
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evil ways," aad your doings that were nt good, and 
ball loath- yourſelves in your own ſight, for your iniqui= 


ties, and for your abominations. . 


Again, are you convinced of the neceſſity of © 
faith,without which you cannot look on and behold 


the Angel doing wonderouſly ? and are yon com- 


plaining of your blindneſs, and acknowledging your 


Cutter impotency to open your own eyes ? Well, 


here is the only doer for you, who bath it in his 
commiſſion to open the eyes of the blind. Truſt to 


hims as the author and fniſber_ of faith, upon te 


ground of this word, Zech. xii. 10. They ſhall look 
unto me, whom they have pierced. = Ft eo typ 


' Furtber, is fellowſhip and communion with him, 
in his own ordinances, the one thing you defire and 


ſeek afier, on this great day of the feaſt? and yet, 
in the mean time, are ye complaining, as it is, Job 
xxili, 8, 9. 1 go Forward, but he is not t'ere ; and 
backward, but I cannot perceive him: on the left- 
hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: 
he bideth himſelf an the right-hand that I cannot ſee 
him? Well, in this caſe, the onely Doer for you 
is giving you this kindly challenge, which you have, 


eſt thou, O Iſrael, My way is hid from the Lord, and 


ny judgment is paſſed oer fron my God ? Halt thew 


Iſa. xl. 27, 28. Why ſayeſt thou, O Jacob, and ſpeat- 


. ot known ? haſt thou not heard, that the everlaſting” 
Cod, the Lord, the Creator of all the ends of the earth, 


fainteth not, neither is weary ? Therefore, Otruſt that 


he will come according to his promiſe, Ex. 20. 24. 
In all places, where Frecord my name, I will come un- 
to you, and Twill bleſs you, For a-ſmall moment have 


thee. Inalittle wrath I have hid my face from thee 
for a moment; but with everlaſting kindneſs will I 
have mercy: upon thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer, 
Welle.» 8: VE 


decays, and afraid to come to the Lord's table leſt 


— 


Are you complaining'of woful backſlidings and 
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he have no pleaſure in you on theſe accounts? 
Well, there is ground of hope in that word, Jer. 
iii. 22, I will heal your. backſlidings.——— Thou haſt 
Played the haxlot with many lovers, yet-return again 


Upon the whole: © ſince the Angel of the Lord 
does all, put all your work in his hand; your hear- 
ing, your praying, your praiſing, your comimnni- 
cating, and the whole gf your warfare, put all in 
his band, that be may do it for yo, for, it tr 
God which worketh in you, both to will and to do of his 
good pleaſure. He is here preſent this day, demand-- 
ing employment from every one of yauy to do all 
for you, and. that freely, without money and without 
price ; ſaying, as it is, Luke xviii. 41. Hhat wilt 
thou that I' ſhall do unto thee ? Therefore come to 
him with all your fins, that they may be pardoned, 
becauſe be hath paid the ranſom: with all your 

| warts, that they may be ſupplied, becauſe it hath 
pleaſed the Father that in bim ſhould all fulneſs dwell : 
with all your petitions, that they may be anſwered, 
becauſe he hath ſaid, John xiv. 14. Hhatſocever you 
aſk in my name, I will de is. Come to him with all 
your doubts, that they may be ſolxed, becauſe he 
* hath the tongue. of the learned, and can ſpeak 4 word 
{ iz ſeaſon: to the weary, Come toabim for all that 
4 you need; for, the Father hath loved the Son, and 
N hath given all things into his hand: and he is aſcend- 
ed. far above all heavens, that he might fill all things. 
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ome NOTE S of what was delivered on 
the ſame TExr, June zoch, 1745. be- 

ing the Sabbath immediately after the 
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AFTER opening the HFrine, in the method pro- 
1 poſed laſt Lord's day, time did now allow tc 


Jo any mote than make Te in/2reuces. I ſhall now 


ſfay to deduce a few more,.for the further inproue - 
ent of this ſubjeR. ir ho Fe Ce T8 0-H 
3. Hence ſee the ground of a ſinner's juſtification 
before God : ſorely it is not by works of righteou/- 
refs which ve have done, for all our righteouſneſſes 
re as filthy rags, but upon what the Angel hath done 
> wonderoufly, both in reſpect of his perfect obedi - 
ence to the jaw, and alſo in reſpect of his induring 
he wrath due to our ſin. This his meritorious do- 
ng and dying, or his perfect and ſatisfactory obe - 
lience unto death, being imputed to us, is the /o/e 
ground of our juſtifſication before God. It is not 
any grace wrought in us, nor any thing done by us, 
o not the act of believing itſelf, or any act of obe- 
dience whatſoever, that is imputed to us for righte- 
ouſneſs ; it is only what the Angel of the Lord did 
lo wonderouſly, 'in doing. and dying in our room, 
that is imputed to us for the whole of our righteouſ- 
neſs in the ſight of God; Being juſtified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom. iii. 24. We are all by nature in a ſtate ol 
guilt and condemnation; but, in the day of power, 
being united to him, who häth done wonderouſlyy 
his whole righteouſneſs becomes ours for our juſti- 
fication before God ; his ſuffering being the ground- 
df our pardon, and his obedience the ground of our 
deing accepted as righteous in his fight. O be per- 
traded to ſubmit unto this righteouſneſs, which is 
1 : wt 
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wrought out by the Angel of the Lord, in the holy 
human nature which he aſſumed to his own. divine 
perſon! This-is the-only rightedufnefs that bath 2 
worth in it to counterbalance all accuſations fron * 
law or juſtice, It is the only righteouſneſs that hau } 
been infinitely pleaſing and acceptable to God; for 4 
the Lord is well: pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake Ml „ 


| 4 72 8 0 7 N. 
Iſa. xlii. 21. The only righteouſneſs that is ever. 8 
5 y 1 * 9 0 - * ; A 
laſting, being a robe that will never wax old, andi 5 
never wear out, through eternity: and jt is the 


only righteouſneſs in which we may enter the liſt 
with death, and Rand in the prefence of God ac. 2 
cepted for ever; for we are accepted in the beloved Wl g 

4. Hence ſee the reaſon why believers are not un- : 


* 
o 
* 


4 
- 


der the law @s a covenant, to be either juſtified or 


condemned thereby: the reaſon is, the Angel of the G 
Lord hath done wonderouſly, in magnifying te © 
law in their room. Hence it is ſaid. of believers, 4 
| Rom. vi. 14. that they are not under the lau. They d 
are not under the precept of the Jaw as a covenant Wl , 
requiring perfect obedience as a condition of life; , 


becauſe, in this teſpect, Chriſt, as a new-covenant 
head, hath given obedience thereunto in their ſtead; 
and thereby fulfilled the condition they were bound 
to in the firſt Adam, Rom. v. 19. Fs one man'! 
diſobedience, many were made ſinners ; ſo by the obe. 
gience of ane, many ſball be made righteous. They are 
not under the threatenive ofike Tv ns a covenant, 
binding over to death on account of tranſgreſſion; 
becauſe Chriſt, as their head, hath paid the whole 
penalty ; for, he hath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us : and therefore 


| there can be no condemnation io them that are it 5 
Chriſt Jeſus. So that the believer is dead to the lau, ; 


in reſpect of juſtification, that he might live uni. Ms 
Cod, n reſpect of ſanctiſication. Here is good news, il ,, 
the law is fulfilled by Chriſt as a covenant, that it x 
might be put into our hands as a rule of duly: and 


% 


ty, there is ſtrength and furniture ſecured in the 


, promiſe for the performance thereof, Ezek. xxxvi. 
27. I will cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall 
keep ty judgments, and do them. You are not now. 


required to po in order to LIVE, which was the fe- 


'nor of the firſt covenant ; but LIrE is promiſed, 
as the principle and foundation of all acceptable 
'DOING,' IIa. xXxvili. 19. The LIVING, the Liv- 
1xG, be ſhall 2 thee. 3 Bi 
| R 


$< es the neceſſity of the fatisfa@ion of 


Chriſt, to anſwer all demands of law and juſtice. 
since the Angel of the Lord hath done ſo wonde- 


rouſly, there behoved to be a neceſity for his ſo do- 
ing. There was indeed no neceſſity lying upon 
God, to ſave fallen men, more than the fallen an- 


gels: but ſince, out of his own free love and good 

pleaſure, he purpoſed the ſalvation of an innume- 

rable wer e of mankind loſt, it was neceſſary 
d 


that this ſhouid be done, in a conſiſtency with the 
honour: of all his attributes and perfections, becauſe 
his own glory is his higheſt end in all that he doth. 
In order therefore that mercy mighthave an hogou- 
rable egreſs among finners of mankind, it was ne- 
eeſſary, that, fince the threatening of the law was 


founded in the very nature of God, his truth and 


veracity therein ſhould be preſerved; that his un- 


ſpotted holineſs ſhould be vindicated ; and that his 


impartial juſtice ſhould be ſatisfied in its highelt de- 
mands. All this is obvious, if you conſider, | 
theſe perfections are eſſential to the nature of 
and therefore their honour and glory cqptiot be dif- 
penfed with; for God cennot deny 93.66 6 Now, 
this being the caſe, the Angel of the Lo 


Ing to his undertaking and engagement from eter- 
2. hath done wonderouſly, in making mercy and 
truth to meet together, righteauſne/s and peace to 
kiſs each other, in hi/elf, a God-man, fulfilling 
all rightequſneſs in our room, to the. eternal glory 


* 


1 
* 


is, the Work of Ms Redemption. 25 
whatever is required of us by the law in point of au- 


that 
God, 
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of all the pere tens of God, which would, other- 
| Wiſe, have ſtood as ſo many inſuperable mountains 
in the way of the ſinner's ſalvation. Accordingly, 
you find that th js neceſſity of a ſatisfaQion, in or- 
der to the venting of mercy in a conſiſtency with 
the honour of juſtice, is what our Lord himſelf af- 
ſerts, Luke xxiv. 26. Ought not Chriſt to have ſuſ- 
Fered theſe things, and to enter into his glory ? ? --. 
6. Hence ſee, that there is no natural or neceſſary 
connexion between our beſt moral doings, and the 
favour of God: this would be a diſparagement to 
What the Ange hath done ſo wonderouſly, He is 
the only Doer in the great work of-our ſalvation : 
the connexion is ſtated betwixt his doing in our 
room, and ohtaining eternal redemption for us. The 
promiſe of life.is made unto the perfect obedience 
of the Surety ; and whenever this obedience is im- 
puted to us, our title to eternal life is thereby ſe- 
_ cured ; for the gift of God is eternal life, bang! 
e Chriſt our Lord, Rom. vi. 23. 
7. Hence ſee, that there is no 0 for a ſinner 


into the preſence of God, but through a Mediator. 


251 not the Angel done wonderouſly, in opening a 
neu and living way into the preſence of God for us, 
by his obedience unto death, the jaſtice and holi- 
ak of God, like the cherubims. with, a flaming ſword, 
would otherwiſe have made the way to pardon and 
life inacce ble. There is not the leaſt encourage- 
ment for a guilty nner to come into the preſence 
of an abſolute God, Iſa, xxxiii. 14. The ſinners in 
Zion are N fearfulneſs hath ſurprized the hy- 
3 Who among us ſhall dwell with the devour- 
ng. fire ? who Bey. us. {bell dwell with everlaſting 
7 HP And therefore to repreſent the object of 
worſhip, merely as a Creator and Preſerver, with- 
out any relation to Chriſt, cannot but have a ten- 


dency to worm out the exerciſe of prayer, and to 


be an effectual bar in the way of all truſt and con- 
Roe in God, which.is _—_— __ on the 


| 


; | 2 F 
in the Work of Max's Redemption. 25 


revelation of his-grace and good-will through Chriſt 
as the only way of acceſs unto him, John xiv. 6. 
Jeſus ſaith, — I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life'; no man cometh unto the Father but by me. 80 
that it is the revelation of redemption through the 
blood of Chriſt, even the forgiveneſs of ſtas ac; 
cording to the riches of God's grace, thut is the 


ſinner to come into the preſence of an offended Go „ 
Pfal. xxx, 4. There 1s forgiveneſs with thee, that 


thou mayſt gig 5 | 


way of lalvation, which is neceſſary to their eter- 


nal happineſs. If this could be done, there had 


been no occaſion for a revelation of what the Angel 
of the Lord did ſo wonderouſly. For the peculiar 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, fuch as, that God was ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen HF au- 
gell, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, recerved up unto glory : or, that the Son of 


and be exhibited unto a loſt world for ſalvation, 


ind of man could never have had the remoteſt con- 


em; for there is no other name under heaven, given 


ence it follows, that the doctrine of the ſalvation 


uſt be the very foundation of De18w; for it a- 
ounts to nothing leſs than this, that mankind 
lay be ſaved by the /ight of nature, without any 


perzatural revelation; quite contrary to ſcripture, 


hich aſſerts, in plaineſt terms, that where there 
* b i Ns D „ 


4 


ſtrongelt motive and encouragement for a ale A 


8. Hence ſee, that none of mankind were capable 
to rea/9n out to themſelves the knowlege of the 


od ſhould be incarnate, make ſatisfaction for ſin, 
re truths, of ſuch a tranſcendent nature, that the 
eption of them, if they had not been revealed: and 


ow. that they are brought to light by the goſpe], 
ere can be no ſalvation without the knowlege of 


ng men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but that of 
eſus: nor is there another way of putting away 
„ but by the ſacrifice of. himſelf,” Heb. ix. 26. 


f Heathens, while deſtitute of divine revelation, . 
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| 23 Cuntsr the ſole and wonderſul:Dors N. 
OM is no. viſion the people periſh, Prov. xxix. 18,; ad 
| contrary to the doctrine of our Confeſſion, which = | 
| affirms; that “ although the light of nature, and. 
| * the works of creation and providence, do fo far | 
| * manifeſt the goodneſs, wiſdom, and. power of 
| © God, as to leave men inexcuſable; yet they are 
* not ſufficient to give that knowlege of God, and 
[ of his will, which is neceſſary unto falvation.” 
= And the ſcriptures adduced to prove this, are, 1 Cor. 
=— 4. 21. For after that, in the wiſdom of God, the 
„ world by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God, 
« by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them 
ec that believe. 1 Cor. ii. 13. Which things alſo 
t we ſpeak, not in the words which man's wiſ- 
c dom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teach- 
eth, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, 
«© Ver, 14. But the natural man receiveth not the 
„“ things of the Spirit of God; for they are fooliſh 
4 neſs unto him; neither can he know them, be- 
ec cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. ? | 
9. Hence ſee the nature of faith: it is a firm per- 
uaſion, founded upon a divine teſtimony, that the 
' Angel of the Lord hath dene all in the great work 
of redemption ; that he hath. fin?hed the work which 
is Father gave him to do; and that he is %/ God 
made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſ5, ſanctifcat ion, 
and redemption ; and therefore that it muſt be a re- 
ceiving, and reſting upon him alone for ſalvation, 
:s he is thus offered unto us in the goſpel.  _ 
10 Hence fee the true /pring of goſpel holineſs? 
it flows from a looking on, and beholding the An- 
gel of the. Lord doing wonderouſly. Faith's diſco- 
very of him, as doing and ſuffering all, cannot but 
beget in us ſelf-loathing and abhorrence on account 
bol fin as laid on him, Zech. xii, 10. They all lot 
upon him whom they have pierced, and they ſhall 
- mourn for hin: and likewiſe a deſire of conformity 
to the law, as a rule, becayſe he hath fulfilled it a 
à covenant; for we all, with open face, bebolding 4 
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ina glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 


ame image. Thus it is by faith our hearts are puri- 


fed, Acts xv. 9; and this is ſo neceſſary, that with- 


out holineſs no man ſball ſee the Lord, Heb, xii. 14. 
Inference 11. Is Chriſt the wonderful and onl 

Doer in the great. work of redemption ? and is it 
the privilege and duty of mankind ſinners to look on ? 


then this doctrine may afford matter for ſeveral 


Jueſtrons, which may be propoſed by way of Tatar, 
whereby we may form ſome judgment of our ſpiri · 
tual ſtate and condition; and it is as neceſſary to 


- enquire into the circumſtances of our ſouls; after, 


as before a communion, -  _.  - 

(t.) Are you convinced that you have violated 
the law of God in the firſt Adam, and that you have 
juſtly incurred the wrath of God, which is denounc» 
ed upon the breach of the firſt covenant? Do you 
believe, that you were repreſented in Adam, when 
God made the covenant with him; and in conſe» 
quence of this federal repreſentation, that his firſt 


un is juſtly imputed unto you for your condemna- 


tion, and therefore that you not only want original 
righteouſneſs, but that your natures are wholly: cor» 
rupted? Without ſome uptaking of this deplorable 
ſtate wherein you are by nature, it is impoſſible you 
can ſee the leaſt need of the Angel's doing wonde- 
rouſly, in condeſcending to be the head of the new 
covenant, to fulfil the condition thereof in point of 
doing and ſuffering, that this his perfect righteouſ- 


neſs might be imputed to you for your juſtification 


and title to eternal life. No ſooner are you made to ſee 
the wonders of redeeming love, in the ſubſtitution 
of Chriſt in your room, as the head of the new crea- 
tion, then preſently you are convinced of your mi- 


| Nerable condition, in ſtanding related to the firſt a- 
dam; and that God is righteous in imputing Adam's? 

firſt fin unto you; and that he would alſo be righte- 
_ ous, though the threatening of the law were put in 
execution againſt you, ſaying, as it is, Dan. ix. 7. 
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Aue eee, eee e, une 


confuſion of faces, © 


— 


eholding the Angel doing wonderouſly, you have 
certainly got ſome diſcovery of the evil nature, or 
malignity of ſin; For you know that he was manifeſt- 
ed to take away our ſins, 1 John fi.'5. And ver. 8. 


For this purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, 


that he might deſtroy the works »f the' devil.” There: 
fore, if you are looking upon the Angel doing won“ 


derouſly, you ſee that ſin is that abominable thing 


which God hates, becauſe it is the very oppoſite of 
his holy nature; and a tranſgreſſion of his holy law. 
You ſee that it is ſo exceeding ſinful, that the whole 
flood of infinite wrath mult be poured in upon the 
Son of God, 'as bearing it for us, before a free par- 


don and indemnity can be ified forth, in a conſiſt- 
ency with the honour of juſtice; for the Lord God 


merciful and graci bid br orb iniquity, tranſgreſſi- 
on and fin, will do it in ſnch a way, as by no means 


to clear the guilty, without a full ſatisfaction to of- 
| fended juſtice, Exod. xxxiv. 6,7. Again, in look- 
ing upon the Angel of the Lord doing wonderouſ- 
ly in being a propitiation for ſin, you have got a 
diſcovery of the evil of it, as it is a practical bloſ-" 


pheming of all the divine attributes and excellencies; 
that it is a calling in queſtion the truth and veracity 
of God, Who cannot lye; an undervaluing his 
manifold wiſdom; a lighting of his unſpeakable 


goodneſs and infinite love; a contempt of his im- 
partial juſtice; and a deſpiſing of his juſt authority, 
and almighty power. You have ſeen that fin is 
wholly evil; that there is not the leaſt good in it; 
and therefore tht any outward trouble ought to be 
the object of our choice, rather than the leaſt fin. 


(3.) Have you been brought to ſee your own vie- 


neſs and deformity by reaſon of lin? IF you are 
looking on the Angel doing wonderouſly in taking 


/ | i 
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( 2.) Have you got a 4j/covery of the nature of 
owe What it really is? If you are looking on, and 
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. formity, not only in the gla 
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away your ſins, this will be the effect of it, that 
you will loath and abhor yourſelves in duſt and 


aſhes on account thereof, Job xlii. 5, 6. Neu mine 


eye ſeeth thee, wherefore 1 ahhor myſelf, and repent 
in duſt and aſhes. Have you ſeen; yourſelves to be 
wholly an unclean thing? that from the head to the 


foot, there is no ſoundneſs in yon; that there is no- 


thing but darkneſs in your underſtanding, enmity 
and rebellion in your wills, diſorder. and carnality 
in your affections? And did you ever know what 
it. is to get a diſcovery of this your vileneſs and de- 
r Ae the law, but in 
the glaſs of the glory of Chrilt, manifeſting himfelf 
to you in the word of the goſpel? ' oo 
(4.) Are 15 looking upon the Angel of the Lord 
doing wonderouſly ? then you are perſuaded, that 
you can do nothing for your own recovery out of 
that deplorable. ſtate wherein you are plunged by 
your fin and apoſtacy from God; that you cannot 


anſwer the leaſt demand of the law with reſpect to 


that obedience which it requires; and though you 


could, yet that you cannot make atonement for what 


is paſt, nor give unto God a ſufficient ranſom.” In 
looking on the Angel of the Lord travelling in the 


greateſs of his ſtrengib, mighty to ſave, you ſee your | 
own utter weaknes and inability to attempt any 
reparation to God's law which you have violated, or. 


to ſtand before his offended juſtice; and therefore 


will be well-pleaſed, that the Lord hath laid your 


— 


* 


- _ rg 2 — 
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help upon one that is mighty, that his hand hath been 
on the man of his right-hand, whom he hath made 


frongtorhanledlf ono no 70 TONY, 

(F.) What is your exerciſe about the legal biaſs of 
your hearts? If you are looking upon the Angel 
of the Lord doing wonderouſly, then this legal biaſs 


on in your treacherous and legal hearts, to reſt up- 


— 


will be matter of your deepeſt concern. Vou that are 
believers cannot but be ſenſible of a ſtrong inclinati- 


on your duties, your graces, your frames, or attain- 
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ments, as ſome ground of your acceptance before 
God; but it will be matter of mourning unto you, 
hat you ſhould ſeek to rob him of any part of the 
\ whole glory; or that any thing in you ſhould claim 
the leaſt ſhare of it : and therefore the language of 
your fouls will be, Not unto us, not unto us, but un- 
to thy name give glory. Let him that builds the ten- 
ple of the Lord bear all the glory; . 
6.) What eſtimate do you put upon your own do- 
ings? If you are lookifig upon the Angel doing won- 
derouſly, you will think nothing of all that ever you 


did, or can do; though you have perhaps got ſome 


enlargement, at a time, in praying, praiſing, bear- 
ing, or communicating; yet you have ſometimes 
found it to be as the morning cloud, and the early dew, 
which ſoon goeth away: you have found ſuch a deal 
of unbelief, formality, and hypocriſy cleaving to 
your beit duties, that you have been made to con- 
adlude, you have nothing of your own whereof you 
san boaſt; that you have no good but what you 
have received; and therefore that, at beſt, you are 


but anprofitable. ſervants. 75 
 (7.) What diſcoveries have been made to you by 
your looking upon the Angel doing wonderoully ? 
Have you ſeen the infinite moral diſtance betwixt 
God and you removed by bis aſſuming your nature, 
and thereby a communication eſtabliſhed betwixt 
heaven and earth, in that neu and living way, which 
he hath conſecrated for us, through the vail of his 
fleſh ?.' Have you ſeen your own ſin and guilt in 
his meritorious oblation, that the juſt ſuffered for 
the unjuſt ? Have you ſeen an everlaſting righteo/- 
n wrought our for you, in his obedience unto 
death? Have you got a view of the full and com- 
_ plete diſcharge of all your fins, in his reſurrection 
from the dead? Have you got a faith's fight of a 
place prepared: for you 8 aſcenſion, ſince he 
hath faid, J go to prepare a place for you; and if ! 


Ee ant prepare @ place far you, I will ceme' again, and 


1 
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receive you to myſelf, that where I am, there e may 
te be a//o. If you are looking upon the Angel doing . - 
v, vonderouſly, you are diſcerning 2 matchlefs glory 
he in bis perſon, an unfathomable breadth, length, 
im and deepth in his love, and an infinite worth in all 
of chat he hath done, as Immanuel, God with us. 
(Nl (8.) What is the principle and end of all that you 
„ do? If you are looking upon the Angel doing 
vwonderouſly, the principle of all your actions wilt 
o- be faith in him, and love to him. You will have 
n- faith in him, depending on his ſtrength for aſſiſt- 
ou ance, and on his righteouſneſs for acceptance in all 
ne that you do: and you will have lob to him, which 1 
ir. vill make his ſervice ſweet and pleafant unto you, 1 
ge: 1 John v. 3. Thi it the lobe of God, that we keep his i} 
1, Wl commandments, and bis commandments are nt prie- 4 
aal vont. His glory will be the great end you have in 
to view: you will be ready to ſay, Bet Him incredſe, 
n- though I ſhould decreaſe + Let him have in all things 
ou the pre- eminence: Let him be honoured, though I 
ou ſhould be never ſo much debaſed and deſpiſed. In 
ire 2 word, you will ſtudy to perform every duty, be- 
cauſe he is thereby gloriſied; and to hate every fin, 
by decauſe he is thereby diſponour ed. 
5 0.) How are you exerciſed when any thing in- 
Kt tervcent betwixt you and the Angel that has done 
ce, wonderouſly? N if you are looking on, he 
xt will be ſo amiable and lovely in your eyes, that e- 
MY | * oats Fore keeps him out of your fight will be 
moſt troubleſome e though you are ſenſible 
in of being eaſily diverted to other objects, yet the de- 
or fire of your ſouls will be, that you may be in caſe 
„to lay, with the pſalmiſt, My heart is fe, © God, 
to ny heart is fixed ; I will ſing and give praiſe. And 
m- you will long for the time, when the day will break, 


m_— k 


\% 


on and the ſhadows flee away. 

fa 8 _Unfer. 12. Hath Chriſt, the Angel of the covenant 

he done wonderouſly? and is it your privilege to {ook 
II then let us all be zx#oxTED to türn aſide, 
and fee this great ſight. * ſaid concerning 
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„ Buſh, lunning, and not conſumed, Exod. iii. 3. 
Jet 7 one 7577 ſay N uu ll nom turn afidez and 
6, this. great: ſight, namely, ut he 8 
W.ONDE bey. This ds the greateſt ſight ever 
th world e eee thiimoodep.of hn. 
gels and men i the wonder.ofi time and eternity, that 
che eternal God in our hatute, ſhould aſcend in the 
flame of the ſactiſce of 1 abr : or, that his death, 
in; Hur rm, ſhould: lay 4 . loundation of his glo- 
tions and triamphant aſcenſon as the head of the 
_ Whole. myſtical, body. Well then, what is here 
faid. of Manoab and! his wife, that: they really, did, 
Ve exhort you, to do, and that is: to; 400% on in a 
| Mar of: beli eving, ban $59wt 23 v 151 WY >) nom . 
i And ito, enegurage you to fall in with the 3 
tation. the God and Fathengot our Lord Jeſus 
- Chriſh galls: Into look vponchis only begotten Son, 
as the. & that bath. done wonderouſly in your 
5 gon as i 1. (Behvld n ſervant, whom 1 "ups 
d; mineiele(t, in whon my faul deligbteth. 
Chriſt invites you to look on himſelf, in a way of 
belieyix the onely Doer in the great work of 
our po ol Ia. XV, aid, Babolad 2 bes 
old me, to d nation. that wes. noticollediby ny name. 
He is lifted vp on the pole of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel, for this, Barn 705 that you may look on him 
as the Feen. of al | things for you: for, at Mo · 
fes. lifte4 up. the. ſerpent in the wildgrne 255 even ſe 
muſt: the. Son of man. be. lifted. up, that whoſoever. be- 
N in him ſhould 100 he but one gowns life, 
Onn lil, 14, 1 though your Fig ot,“ to 
[EH 125 e allenarly jn; the free x4 and 
grant thereof unto. you in the word, yet your bein 
N intęreſled therein, and paſſaſſed thereof, mull 
be in a way of lookjn 508/07 believing ; Look nnto me, 
ann be ye þ 457 aved, WH! the ends ef ig car th, Ia, xlv. 22, 
Conſider ine preſent necaſſiy of looking ob, or 
| e It is now, in af preſent life, on before 
death, that Chriſt i is to be, belieyed on, or never; 
Far ther iti no work, nor devices nor knowlege, nor 
oa in the. EIT. hither e of aun. wee 


0 : 


t ihe Work of Man's Redempiion. 35 
old, nom is the accepted tine; behold, now is the day 

F ſalvation,, At death, the ſtate is fixed irrever- 
ibly ; and none knows how foon' God may ſend that 
nexorable maſſenger, to fiſt them before bis aweful 
ribunal; therefore, to-day if you will hear his voice, 
arden not your hearts. The call to believe, or look 
dn, is to a preſent duty : there is the utmoſt danger 

n delaying a matter of ſuth importance, whereupon 

he happineſs of your ſouls depends through eterni- 

y. O therefore, incline your ear; hear, and your 


„ 


oul ſhall V | 5 
Chriſt, the Angel that did wonderouſly, is brought 

bear to you in the word: you are welcome to 

ook on, and appropriate all that you /e to your- 
elves; For the promiſe is unto you, and to your 
hildren ; and to all that are afar off, even as many 

b the Lord our God ſhall call. It is unto you, as 

ou are finners, that the word of this ſalvation is 

Went : and this is the command of God, that you believe on 
be name of his Son Fefus Chriſt, And remember, that 
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lere is no eſcaping, if you neglect fo great ſalvation, 
f Conſider how garneſt and impartunate Chriſt is with 
ou, that you look on him, in a way of believing, to, 
0 


daſſadors to beſeech you, in his ſtead, that you be 
econciled to God. He complains of your averſi- 


n to him, John v, 30. Te well not come unto me, 
e at yo might have life. And he laments your re- 
„ Hraſal, Luke xix. 42. 1f thou hadſt known; even thou, 
*; Wt {eaſt in this thy day, the things that belong unto 
o Wy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes, © 
d Laftly, Conſider, that others have looked on, and 14 
0 ave found the benefit thereof to their comfortable _ 14 
it Experience, Pſal; xxxiv. 5, They looted ta him and 14 
e, Were lightened, and their faces were not aſhamed, 11 
2, {Wind as we exhort you to the preſent exerciſe of 14 
or Nooking on, or believing, ſo likewiſe to the conſtant ll 
re nd havitual exerciſe thereof for the future, during 11 
"3 {Jour abode in the houſe of your pilgrimage. Stu; [ | 
or. Wy to live by faith of the Son of God ; for it is pro- 
e Filed, te juft SHALL ling. by faith, This is one | 
| . 1 
N 1 
1 


_— — 
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and came down from the Father of lights, with whon: 
ig no variableneſs, neither ſhadow 57 turning. Faith 


are purely relative, bearing a relation to us: he had WA 


deen Prophet, Prieſt, and King, if there had not been 
_ - ſinners of mankind, with relation to whom theſe of- 


lation to us, in the miſerable circumſtances wherein 
n hath plunged us: and if you get a well- grounded 
Pperſuaſion, that Chriſt your paſſouer is ſacrificed for 


that he will enlighten. you as a Prophet, and ſauctiſ 
| you as a King. Ps NB 1 | 


that it is your habitual exerciſe to be looking on the 
"contempt on time-things, when laid in the balance 
practice of commanded duty; by aſpiring after near- 


the full enjoyment of him in heaven: and thus you 


did wonderouſiy, Manoah and his wife looked on. 5 


of the g00d and perfect gifts, which are from above, 


is one of theſe gifts which are conferred without re. 
pentance : for he who is the author, being alſo the 


- finiſher of faith, there can be no cauſe for his with- 


drawing of it, which would not as well Lave hin- 


dered him from beſtowing it at firſt ; nor can there 


happen any after-unworthineſs in thoſe whom he 
hath once privileged with this grace, which he did 


not foreſee, when he firſt wrought it in their ſouls, 


In order to your living by faith on the Son of God, 
conſider, that all-the offices he executes, as Mediator, 


never been cloathed with any of them, bad it not 
been on our account. The offices of Chriſt are not 
like the attributes of God: the attributes of God are 
abſolutely eſſential to the divine nature: God would 
have been infinite, eternal, unchangeable, etc. altho' 
no creature had ever ex iſted; but Chriſt could not have 


fices were to be executed; ſo that they all bear a re- 


you às à Prieſt, it will be the more eaſy to believe, 


To conclude, we would exbort you to evidence, 


Angel doing wonderouſly, by your /coking aduin with 
with thoſe that are eternal; by being diligent in the 
er conformity to God in holineſs; and longing for 


will imitate the practice of Manoah and his wife, of 3 
whom it is ſaid in our text, that when the Angel. 
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N Pan xiv, 4 e 
th up your heads, © ye gates; and be ye I, 17 


up, ye everlaſting , Wh the ww 4 
glory FRE. Come in. e 


T bs 3 fo the tide, thas David was the 
1 penman of the Spirit of God in this Pſalm: and 
it is generally thought, that it was compoſed 
upon the occaſion of his bringing up the ark of God, 
from the houſe of Obed · edom, unto the tabernacle 


vi. 17.; which, by the prophet Nathan, he under 
ſtood would be. the place where Solomon's temple 
ſhould afterwards be built. Therefore, not,doubt- - 
ing but that this glorious work would be finiſhed in 
due time, and that the ark of God would be brought 
to its eee therein, he, before- hand, poetically 
addreſſ es the gates and doors of the temple, and 


gives them a ſo emn charge to give patent acceſs to 


this glorious ſymbol of the divine preſence, and e- 
minent type of Chriſt, the Savidur and ſurety of 
loſt ſinners of mankind, Lit up your heads, O 
Je gates, etc. In theſe words you may notice, 
1. The obje& aired it is literally the. gates 
and doors of the temple, which David, by faith, and _ 
the ſpirit of prophecy), beheld as already built; but 
typically and ſpiritually it is the gates and doors of 
the heart, the temple typifying not only the human 
nature of Chriſt, but-likewiſe his church; hence the 


members of the church viſible are called the temple | 


of Gol, 1 Cor. iii. 16. Know ye not that; e are the 
temple 4 Cod? And the doors of this Ls e are ly 
| A 2 


which he had pitched for it in mount Zion, 2 Sam. 
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. called everlaſting ; becauſe the ſoul of man, being 


of an immortal nature, the faculties thereof, which 
are its doors, cannot but be everlaſting. '' 

2. You have the addre/5 itſelf, or the ſolemn charge 
he gives to theſe gates and doors, and that is, to be 
lifted up, Lift up your heads, Q ye gates :. let your 
tops, or lintels, be raiſed up on high, that the en- 
trance may be the more ſpacious and magnificent: 
or, perhaps, the lifting up of the heads or tops of the 
gates, may be ſpoke in alluſion to the iron-grates 
that are hung over the entry of fortified places, and 
let down for debarring all acceſs; and ſo may de- 
note the ſtrong bars wherewith the heart of man is 
naturally fortified againſt Chriſt, and the way of 
falvation through bim: let all theſe be knocked off 
and give way. And whereas the ſummons is dou- 
bled, Lift up your heads, Q ye gates ; and be ye lift- 
ed up, ye everlaſting doors; it ſignifies, both the im- 
portance of the duty, and the peremptorineſs of the 
charge. So that-the amount of the ſolemn call ſeems 
td be this; Let the doors of every ſinner's heart, 
to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, be wide opened 
by believing; and every bar and obſtacle be thereby 
preſently made to. give place, that ſo there may be 
a patent entrance for all the good that is wrapt up 
in the promiſdG. . 
3. You have the ground and regſon of this repeated 
charge, or the motive inforcing ſuch a folemn call; 
it is the promiſe, that ) King of glory ſhal! cone in. 
This King of glory is no other than Chriſt, who is 
ealled the Lord Haley, 1 Cor. ii. 9.; where it is 
ſaid, that If %, princes of this world had known 
him, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
Upon the words thus opened, I obſerve the fol- 

towing doctrine; namely,” © © 
Doc. That as there is a ſolemn charge given t. 
3 ſinners of mankind, in the diſpenſation of the goſ- 
Feels tv open or lift up the dours of their hearts to 
\., Chriſt te Ring of glory, in a way of believing; ſi 
it 1s ſecured, by promiſe, that be ſhall come in. 

rie V 
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1 of Gronr: Tt - 4 
1 The MzTHod I propoſe to wats EY di- — 


vine aſſiſtance, ſhall be, 8 1 


7 * Fx 


0 | Ji o ſpeak of the 7706 3 155 WY to 


ſinners of mankind, to lift up, or open, . 


rl everlaſting doors of their hearts. 


1 M. Of the King of glory, in whoſe favours acceſs % 


to the heart is demanded. - 
of ſinners. And, _ 
IV. To apply the ea. 
of the SOLEMN: CHARGE here given unto ſinners of 
- Firſt, To ſhew, that the heart of man is, by na · 
ture, ſtrongly fortified againſt Chriſt's entry into it, 
hearts whick are ſummoned to open unto him. 


pening of theſe doors; and h they open; 


it. This is implied in the ſolemn charge here given, 


Lift up yoar heads, O ye gates and be ye 7 W- 


ed ye everlaſting door g.: which. plainly: ſays tnat they 
ll; are naturally Gut, and ſtrongly bolteu, againſt the 
In. entry of the Son of God into them. I ſhall name 


15 FF naty ly fortified againſt Chriſt. | 
vi 1. There is the bar of jonorance ; or un the 
Z. light cf the knowlege of the glory of God, in the 


ol. face of Jeſus, ſhine inta our hearts, they will remain 
ſhut upon him; it being the entrance only of his 


; to word that giveth light. But fo ſoon as he is taken 
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UI. Of the promiſe of his! in-coming tothe bearts 


1. 1 return'to the firſt of theſe, 8 to era ; 5 


mankind, to liſt up, or open, the everlaſting doors 
of their hearts. Upon this head I ſhall eſſay, By” 
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Secoridly, Inquire what are cheſe door, of the 
Thirdly, What is meant by the ting up, or 9g. 


"Firſt, We are to ſhew, that the heart of man is, by 
nature, ſtrongiy FORTLIFIED againſt Chriſti s entry into 


is a few of theſe bolts, or bars, wherewith, the heart i is 


0%. up in the light of his own word, preſently the heart 
vill open unto bim, in's way of believing, Plalm © 
%K. 10. N e knew es Tame ay ors ft ci ust 


need of nothing. And, it 


866 | e Doors 7 the He fiimmbned | 
2. The heart of the ſinner is fortified againſt Chriſt 
dy unbelief; which is a rejectiug tbe record and 


teſtimony of God concerning his eternal Son, a 
treading him under foot, and reckoning the blood 


of the covenant, wherewith he was ſanctified, an 
unholy thing. Therefore, ſinee there is ſalvation 


in no other, nor any other name under heaven, given 
among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, it is impoſſible 


be can have any entrance, till we account it a faith - 
\ ful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptotion,; that Chriſt 


 Feſus came into the world to fave ſinners, of whom 
each of us have reaſon to reckon ourſelves the chef; 
 Legaliifiisanorher-ftrong bar upon the heart; 


A Gi 
for, while we go about to eſtabliſh our own righte- 


oulneſs, we will never ſubmit ourſelves unto the 
righteouſneſs of God; while we remain wedded 
to the law, as a covenant, we will meyer conſent 


to be married to another, even to him who is raiſ. 


ed again from the dea. 


4᷑. The heart of the ſinner is naturally bolted 


_egainſt Chriſt with ſelfſuſſiciency: ſaying, with La- 
odicea, I am rich, and e e with poods, und have 

deed, while this is the 

caſe, we will never goa - begging at Wiſdom's door, 

or open to him whom the Father hath loved, and 

given ail things into his hand, that out of his fulneſ: 


we might receive, and grace for grace. 
F. Spiritual /ethargy, or ſecurity, is another bar 
upon the heart; for, while the ſinner is faſt aſleep, 


under allithe alarms of word and providence, he can - 
not ariſe and open to Chriſt: neither will he be a- 
wakened, till the Spirit of God ſet home the law, 
in its ſpiritvality and extent, upon the conſcience; 
for," by the law is the knowlege of fin. © 5 

6. ' Hopeleſs deſpuir ſhuts the heart effectually a. 
gainſt Chriſt: for, when once à perſon apprehends, 


that his ſins are ſo many, and ſo hainouſly aggravat- 
_ ed, that there is no mercy or forgiveneſs for him, 

he. is ready to give looſe reins to corruption, and. 
to ſay upon the matter, there is no hope? I have 


/ : . 


1 
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1 to open to the EIn o of GLotv. 7 
loved ſtrangers, and aſter them I will. go. In which 


| Wl caſey the longer the perſon lives, his heart will ftilf 

de the more hardened, utileſs a day of power brings 
bout a faving change. 

; *, th anos confidence bolts the heart againſt 

christ: for, while a perſon. miſtakes his convicti - 

ons, the qualms of his conſcience, or the tranſient - 

e notions that may be, at a time, vpon his affecti- 
ons, for real grace, he will certainly take eaſe and 

+ Ml ſhelter ro himſelf under theſe lying refuges, till the 

| ( hail ſweep them away; and then he will ſee that 

„a deceived heart hath turned bin afide; Thus you 

" WW ſee, that the heart of man is, by nature, ſtrongly 

' WW fortified againſt Chriſt's entry into it. I go on to 

0 The /econd particular upon this general head, 

il which was. to eriquire, what are theſs don 

0 which are ſummoned to open to Chriſt Jeſus the 

. Lord. For underſtanding this, you would know, 

that there is here an alluſion to the entry of great 

4 WW bouſes;; as acceſs to a great houſe is by outer and 

a. inner gates, ſo there are outer and inner doors of 

1 WW the heart, by which it is acceſſible. The onter 

de 92075 of the heart, while the ſoul is united to the 
r, body, are the ear and the h6.. | 
d 1: There is the outer door of the bodily er,; 
„ which is an organ framed for hearing the words of 1 
; Chriſt, and the ſummons given, in his name, by Bis 3 
ar ent ſervants, to open the everlaſting doors of the 
by heart unto him, Iſa. lv. 3. Iacline your EAR, cee 


n. inte me; bears and your fouls ſhall live. The ear is, 
a. uch an uſeful door to the heart, that faith is ſaid, 
5 to come by bearing, Rom. x. 17. Faith cometh by 2 
e: WW HEARING, and hearing. by the: ward of God, | 
5 2. The other outer door of the heart, is the eye 
4 of the body; which is calculated for reading the 
4. ſcriptures, which 3 amply of Chriſt: hence 
ue they pronounced bleſſed who'rea the word, ſo 
m. 25 to feed on it by faith, Rev. i. 3. Bleed is he 
nd % READBTH, and they tat bent the words of this 
ve i eli, and, lecp the ſayings whith are written 
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8 The Doors of the HEART ſummoned 
therein. So that the outer doors of the heart are 
the ear and the eye; the one is ſummoned to liſten, 
and the other to read and ſearch the record of God 
concerning mitt ALE, 5 SH 6s 
But then as the heart hath thoſe outer doors, 
which we have mentioned, it has inner ones alſo, 
Wy ' which are ſummoned to lift up; or open, to the Son 
1 of God. Theſe inner doors are the Faculties of the 
| ſoul, which are principally two, the underſtanding 
and the will. When theſe arelifted up, all the o- 
ther powers of the, ſoul fly open at once. 
I. There is the inner door of the underſtanding, 
which is the leading faculty of the ſoul. This is 
naturally ſuch a e eres darkneſs, that it can- 
not receive the things of the Spirit of God, till the 
vail and covering that is upon it be' rent by the 
| oye of efficacious grace; for, the god of thrs world 
hath blinded the. minds of them that believe not, leſt 
the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſty. who'is the 
image of God, ſhould ſtine into them. But ſo ſoon as 
the day-/pring from on high viſits the ſinner, or the 
fun of righteouſneſs ariſes upon him, then the'ſhadows 
y away, and an underſtanding is given to know hin 
who 1s the true God and eternal life, 1 John v. 20. 
2᷑. There is the inner door of the wil; which, 
ever ſince the fall, is bolted with oppoſition unto, 
and enmity againſt, the will of God; for, the car- 
nal mind. is enmity againſt God, and is not ſubfect to 
. the law of God, neither indeed can be. Hence we 
find God's main complaint againſt ſinners lodged at 
the door of their will, Mat. xxiii. 37. O Feruſa- 
len, . "how often would I have gathered 
thy children l. even as a ben gathereth her 
chiclens under Ber wings, and ye wourb vor? John 
Vi. 20. Te WILL not come unte me, that ye might have 
lie. Howbeit, in a day of divine power, this iron - 
gate is made to give way, Pſalm cx. 3. Thy people 
hall be willing in the day of thy power. And thus, 
when theſe two inner doors of the heart, the un- 
derſtanding and the will, are opened and lifted up, 
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t open to the Kine of Glory. . 9 


e one by enlightening, the other by renewing grace, 
l the other powers of the ſoul open of courſe, The 
fections, following the enlightened mind, and re- 
ewed will, centre on him who is a/together lovely. 
The conſcience finds fault with, and challenges eye- - 060 
thing that is offenſive in his ſight. And the me. 1 
Iry loves to retain him, and his truths, as the ſub- | 3 
ect matter of habitual meditation. Thus you ſee 
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bat are the doors of the heart which are ſummoned 1 
ͤ ß / ] ĩ . m 1 
| The third particular, on this head, was. to = 
 Whquire what is meant by the /i/7ing up, of opening Mm 
e theſe doors, and how they open. To the _ J 

. iſt, What is meant by the LIFTING vr, or OPEN- _ 
Nc, the/e doors? I anſwer, that the charge here 30 
Jen unto the | ona to /ift up their heads, and to | 1 

Ne everlaſting doors to be /ified up, is juſt the very | a1 
Ine with. the command to believe. It is a folemn _ 1 
arge laid upon ſinners of mankind to believe on 7H 


e Son of God, as the only way to the Father. As 
ere can be no patent entry to an houſe but by open 
ors, ſo there can be no other way of giving recep- BS 
on to Chriſt but by believing on him: hence e- ms 
iving and believing are all one in ſcripture, John BY 
12. As many as RECEIVED him, to them gave he 
wer to become the ſons of God, even to them that BE- 
EVE on bis name. Chriſt comes to every man and. 
oman's door, only in the word of divine revelati- 
n; and conſequently there can be no other way 
receiving him, but by believing that word, as 
De record of God: for, as unbelief is a ſhutting 
im out of the heart, ſo faith is an opening ee 
d take him in. And as nothing glorifies God ſo 
uch as believing, therefore God claims it as his 
wn peculiar work, John vi. 29. This is the work 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath ſent. 
n the ſame account is faith called precious, 2 Pet. 
1. becauſe it unites with precious Chriſt, and ties 
e marriage-knot which ſhall never be looſed. 80 


* 
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10 The Doors of the Heart ſummoned 
It is the peculiar excellency of the grace of faith, to 


open the doors of the heart to receive in Chriſt je. 
ſus the Lord. But then, nn 
224 lhy, How do theſe doors open in believing ? 
1. In believing, a beam of divine ſupernaturi 
light, from the word, ſhines in upon the under ſtanl. 
ing, and thereby. this door preſently opens to take 
in the &nowlege of Chriſt, and of God in him, and 
of the whole of divine revelation. For, it is when 
the eyes of the underſtanding are enlightened, that well not 
know what is the hope f his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the' ſaints, 
and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his power 1 
«s-ward who believe, Eph. 1. 18,19. This ſaving il. 
lumination of the mind is the firſt work in the ney 
creation, even as the making of light was the firl 
particular work. in the old: hence the new man is 
faid to be renewed in knowlege, after the image 
him that created him, Col. iii. 10. 1 
2. In believing, the Spirit having moulded the 
will, in conformity to the will of God, it hereby 
opens to give a cordial reception to Chriſt, as pre- 
| ſented to the underſtanding in the light of the word, 
The ſame Spirit, who powerfully fways the ander- 
ſtanding to aſſent to the Fecord of God as true, as 
_ powerfully inclines the will, at the ſame time, to 
emörgce it as good. The light of the goſpel, diſco- 
vering Chriſt in the glory of his perſon, offices, and 
mediation, is al in upon the underſtanding; 
and the fame light, is, by a ſecret: working of the 
Spirit, reflected upon the will, whereby it is ſweet: 
ly influenced to open to him as altogether lovely. 
0 5 In believing, the fectiont get ſuch a ſpiritu- 
al ſet, that they may be juſtly ſaid to open to Chrilt, 
when they can terminate no where ſolidly and per- 
manently but on himſelf, and God in him, as the 
objeèct of our higheſt love, deſire, and eſteem; fo 
as to be in caſe to ſay with the pſalmiſt, Whom hace 
in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earib 


Is open io the Kinc of GTOR TY. 11 


to that I deſire beſides thee. Or with the church, 
Je. Iſa. xx vi. 8. The deſire of aur ſoul is to thy name, 
and to the remembrance of ihee. © Sirs, if the door of 
your underſtanding hath been opened to know Chriſt, 


fetions cannot miſs to be enamoured and captivated 
with him: for ſpiritual /ight in the underſtanding 
will be always accompanied with ſome ſpiritual 
warmth upon the affections, Luke xxiv. 32. Did 
nt our hearts burn within us, white he talted to us 
by the way, and opened to us the ſcriptures, ' 


dead works, by the blood of Chriſt, may be ſaid to 
open to him, when it can have no quiet or peace, 
without ſome knowlege of a preſent. intereſt in his 
love, as it was with the Spouſe ; ſhe was reſtleſs till 
he returned with the wonted evidences of his kind- 


neſs,” Song iii. at the beginning. 


tacle of goſpel truth, 1 Cor. xv. 2. may be ſaid to 
open to Chriſt, when it is ready, not only to take 
in, and lay up freſh ſtore from the word, but likewiſe 
o bring forth and utter abundantly what it remem- 
bers of his great rm according to the promiſe, 
Pſal. cxlv. 7. They ſball abundantly utter the memory 


toe, thy great ee and ſball ſing of thy hin 
co. ne. Thus you ſee what is meant by Ain up the 


doors of the heart, and how they open to Chriſt in 
elieving. And fo much for the firſt thing, name- 


et up, the everlaſting doors of the heart. I now pro- 
ly. Pæed to the ON os rd IRISH 


per beak of the KinG of GLORY, in whoſe favour 4 

theſſto the heart is demanded, Upon this head, I ſhall, 

; fl Firſt, Offer a few meditations concerning this 

140Vplorious King. L ee al a TON 
Ce ns B 2 


and the door of your will to embrace him, your af- 
In believing, the con/cience being purged S 


5. In believing, the memory being made a recep- 


ly, the /olemn charge here given to open, or lift 


ril 11. General head of the method, which was to 


Secondly, Enquire why called the king of glory 


power and authority, which he exerciſeth in and o 


tion, Lord of glory, and King of kings. 


| ceſſary to the execution of his office as a King: 
for he could not have mounted the throne as | 


human nature, as a Prieſt, Luke xxiv 26. Oug! 
not Chriſt to surrEx theſe things, and to enter in 
way to the crown. 


Mediator, ever after the firſt promiſe, yet the / 


dead and living, Rom. 14 9. 
 « + 4+ His kingdom is quite of another nature, ani 
altogether diſtin, from the kingdoms of this world 

for it is a ſpiritual kingdom, My kingdom, ſays he 
to Pilate, is not of this world, Every thing in hi 


12 The Doors of the Heart ſummoned 
brio 


Firſt, A few propoſitions concerning. this g 


I. Our Lord Jeſus is the 'ALQNE King and Heal 


of his church, by his Father's ordination and ap. 


pointment, from eternity. The ſupreme rule whid 


exerciſeth over all the creatures as God, is nal. 


ral and efſential to him, as being one in eſſene 


with the Father and Holy Ghoſt ; but the ſovereig 


ver his church as Mediator, is given unto him as! 
reward of his purchaſe, Matth. xxvin.-18, 4 
power is GIVEN unto me, ſays he, in heaven and i 
earth, Hence are ſo many royal titles aſſigned un 
to him; ſuch as, Prince of peace, Captain pf ſatu 


2. The aſſumption of the human nature was nt 
King, if he had not firſt offered up himſelf, in th 


his glory? Hence called a Prieſt upon his throu 
Zech. vi. 13.; intimating, that the croſs was th: 


3, Although be exerciſed his kingly power, 


lemnity of his inſtalment and inveſtiture in the king 
dom, was not till his aſcenſion to the right-hand o 
the Majeſty on high, whereby he was made boti 
Lord and Chriſt 3 for to this end he both died, an 
roſe, and revived, that he might be lord both of tl 


; kingdom is ſpiritual and heavenly; the manner 0 


-\ 
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to open to the KIM G of Grory. 13 
the adminiſtration thereof, is not by ſecular arms,  _, +» 
and outward force, but by ſpiritual weapons only ; - i 
The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but migh- 15 
ty through God, His laws are ſpiritual, reaching 1 
the inward as well as the outward man. And the 9 
bleſſings, which he diltributes, are chiefly of a ſpiri- . 
tual nature; ſuch as, the pardon of lin, fellowſhip 9 

and communion with God, grace here, and glory _ - 
%% en | 1 

5. He is a King of moſt ſingular and unparalleled 
ualifications: for, (1.) He is a King of unnea- 
urable wiſdom and knowlege, the treaſures of both 
being hid in him, Col. ii. 3. (2.) He is a King 
of irre/iſtible power; for, as all power is given 
unto him in heaven and in earth, ſo the armies of ß 
both are at his command. (3.) He is a King of 9 
unſpotted holineſs, being the holy One of Iſrael in 
the midſt of us. 77 He is a King of unſearchable 
riches,,and unbounded liberality ; for, as riches and ho- 
nour are with him, ſo he invites every one, to whom 
he ſends goſpel-light, to come and ſhare of his fu]- 

_ nels, Iſa. lv; 1. Ho! every one that thirſteth, come 

pe to the waters ; and he that hath no money, come ye: 
buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and mil* without 
money, and without price. (5.) He is a King of un- 

. tainted veracity, for he is truth itſelf; and all tbe 
promiſes are in him, yea, and Amen. (6.) He is 
an eternal and immortal King., He was dead, in- 
deed, but becauſe by his death he finiſhed- the pur. 

chaſe of our ſalvation, therefore, be hold he is alive 

Por evermore, to ſee to the begun poſſeſſion of it 
here, and the full fruition of it hereafter. = LO 

The ſecond branch, of this general head, was to 
enquire, why he 7s called the King of GLogy 2 The 
expreſſion hath a peculiar ſingularity in it; for, 
though kings, in ſome ſenſe, may be ſaid to' be 
gl;rious, yet no other, but Chriſt himſelf, was ever 
ſtiled the King of glory. He is ſo called, | 
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14 The Doors of the HEarT ſummoned 


1. Becauſe there is in the human nature, now 

exalted, a bright manifeſtation of the glory of his 
divine perſon. The union between the two na- 
- tures was the ſame, in a {tate of humiliation, that 

it is now in a (tate of exaltation ; but the glory of 1s 
the divine nature, which was vailed for a while, by ni 
the ſmleſs infirmities, and voluntary abaſement, to di 
which he ſubmitted before his reſurrection, did ap- an 


pear again in all its former ſplendour, by the glori- al 
fication of the human nature, in its aſcenſion to the an 
right - hand of the throne of God, which is the mean- CC 
ing of Chriſt's worgs to his Father, John xvii. 5. t 


-Glorify thou me with thine own ſelf, with the glory 7 
which I had with thee before the world was. 
2. He is called the King of glory, becauſe the i 


glory, in which he was inſtalled at his aſcenſion, is t 
: unſpealably great. For, as the human nature, in h 
virtue of its nnion with the Son of God, was cap - 7 


-able of being filled with the ſpirit above all meaſure; a 
ſo, for the ſame reaſon, it is capable of a glory in- 
conceivably great, as ſeems plainly to be imported 
in the expreſſion, Phil. ii, 9. God alſo hath highly 

exalted bim; the original word is, ſuper-exalted 
him; that is, exalted him above all the conception 
of angels or wen VEE js 

3. He is called the King of glory, becauſe he is 
the receptacle and ſftore-houfe of all glory; For the 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things in- 

e his band. This will be acknowleged by all the 
inhabitants of the upper ſanctuary for ever and ever, 
Rev. v. 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to 
receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 

 gnd honour, and glory, and bleſſing. Le 
44i§᷑. He is called the King of glory, becauſe he is 
the di/þerſer of all that glory which ſhall ever be let 
out among the ſaints through eternity ; for, he re- 
cCeived gifts, not for himſelf, but for men, that he 
might beſtow them variouſly at his pleaſure among 
ſinners of mankind. Accordingly, as he will give 
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grace here, ſo he will give glory hereafter, that. on 
him may hang all the glory of his Father's houſe, from 
the veſſels e , even to all the veſſels of flagons. 

5. He is called the King of glory, becauſe there 
is a refulgency, or brightneſs of glory, always ſhin- 
ning out from him. As the fun in the firmament 
diffuſes and ſpreads abroad its light freely, liberally, 
and continually; ſo there is a bountiful and perpetu- - 
alemanation of glory from the /un of righteouſneſs, 
and. that both in this life, and in that which is to 
come. In this life, his glory ſhines mediately, thro? 
the glaſs of the word, 2 Cor. iii. 18. We all, with 
open face, beholding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the 

ord, And in the life to come, his glory ſhines 
immediately on all the ranſomed company, which is 
the very ſoul of their glory for ever: hence ſays 


he, John xvii. 22. The glory which thou haſt given 


me, I have given them, that they may be one, even 
as u are one, ® © JV 
6. He is called the King of glory, becauſe of the 
badges of glory and ſovereignty that are aſcribed un- 
to him. He hath a throne of glory on which he fits, 


Matth. xxv. 31. When the Son of man ſhall come, and 


all his holy angels with him, then ſhall he ſit upon the 
THRONE 'of his glory. He has a ſceptre of glory 
which he ſways, and this is no other than the glo- 
rious goſpel, called the rod of his ſtrength, Pſalm 
cx..2. He has a glorious' ret;mue; for, thous 
fand thouſands miniſter unto. bim, and ten thouſand © 
times ten thouſand ſtand before him. He has a glo- 
rious robe, hence ſaid to be glorious: in his apparel, © 
Ifa. Ixiii. 1. And he has a glorious tribute and re- 
venue paid in to him; for in bim hall all the feed 


of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. — Thus I have 


hinted; very imperfectly, at a few things only on 
this inexhauſtible ſubje&, concerning the Xing of 
glory, in whoſe favours acceſs to the heart is de- 

manded. I now proceed to the PL 
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16 The Door 1 0 the HEaR rm 


m. Thing it in the method, namely, the ro- 
MISE H his in- coming to the hearts of ſinners ; the 


| King of glory $KALL co. Upon this head, 


\ 


I ſhall briefly eſſay thele wo things. 


Firſt, Enquire into the import of the promiſe, 


the King of glory ſhall cone in. 
Secondly, Mention a few of the great things he 


: brings alongſt with him, when he comes. 


Firſt, What is 1MpORTED 1n this promiſe, the 
King of glory SHALL COME In? 
1. It imports, that this gloriovs perſon has him- 


{elf removed all legal bars and impediments that 


were in the way of his acceſs unto the ſoul. Sin 


made an infinite moral diſtance betwixt God and us, 


and blocked up all communication with heaven; 
but this he removed, by his obedience unto the death 
in our room; whereby all the demands that law and 
juſtice had againſt us were fully anſwered, and no- 
12 could any more be laid to {he charge of God's 

elec." 

2. The King of glory ſhall ct come in, it imports, 


| that, next to the union of the two natures in the 


perſon of the Son, there cannot be a greater won- 
der, than that God in our nature ſhould take up his 


lodging in ſuch hearts as ours; conſidering t that he 
is the bleſſed and only Patentate, the King of. kin 72 | 
ey 


and Lord of lords ;. and we wretched, miſera 


blind, and naked ſinners. To ſee an earthly 5 prince 


come and dwell with a beggar would be nothing at 


all, in compariſon of a God of unſpotted holineſs | 


_ dwelling with guilty and polluted ſouls, - Surely we 


may wonder, that ſuch a glorious perſon ſhould 
ever condeſcend to come under ſuch pitiful and con- 


temptible roofs, as ours are: each of us may well 
ſay with the Centurion, Matth. viii. 8. Lerd, I am 


not worthy that thou ſhouldeſt come under my roof. 
3. It imports,. that he is waitin 11 and knocking 
at every man and woman's Yu] Juſt 


Me 


— 


cady 1 to enter 


fo ehen to the K ING of Grony. 47 


upon the opening, Rev. i iti, 20. Behold, I STAND af 
the door and Knocks if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, 1 will come in to him and will ſup with 
him, and he with ne. Ol bow near is he to us, 
when he is in the word of faith which. me preach, 
and which you are juſt now bearing! 


4. It imports the certainty. of the thing. Lift up 


your heads, O ye gates, and the King ef glory SHALL 


come in: there is no peradventure about it, he will 
ſurely come in to the ſoul that opens to him in a way 

of believing, John xi. 40. Said I not unto thee, that 
if thou 'wouldeſt believe, thou ſhouldeſt ſee. tbe glory 
of God? For, though there be no neceſlary. con- 
nexion betwixt duties as performed by us, and any 
faving benefit or bleſſing whatſoever ;\ yet, in the 


order of the covenant, there is ſuch a connexion 


among the bleſſings rhemſelyes, that one comęs a+ 
long with another; as here, Chriſt's in- coming to 
the ſoul is ſecured dy promiſe, to accompany beliey- 
ing, Be ye lift up, ye ewerlefing doors, and the King 
of glory ſþ ſhall come in. WY 

5. It imports, that in opering the hears: to Chriſt 
by believing, there commences the claſeſſ union be- 
tween him and the ſoul, fo as that they preſently 


coaleſce into one body, whereof be is the head, 


and" they the members that are nouriſhed by it. 
And as they coaleſce in one body, ſo likewiſe into 
one ſpirit; for the ſame ſpirit that. reſts on the 
head, anithates every one of the members ; z Be that 
ts joined to the Lord is one 1 | | 

6. It imports, that, as a fruit of this union, 3 p: 
is an intereſt and propriety in his perſon; and all 
that he hath, An intereſt in his perſon, ſo as to 
have. ground to ſay, My beloved is mine, and I aum 
his: and an intereſt in all that he hath; an intereſt 
in his righteouſneſs, his fullneſs, and the whole of 
his ſalvation. | 
7. It implies, - the delight and ſatisfadtion that 
hriſt will have in the Teal that opens unto him. 


2 


i 
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4s his ddlights were, from eternity, with the ſons 


of men, ſa when he comes into any of their ſouls 
in time, he ſays to them, as it is, Song vii. 6. How 


fair, and how pleaſant art thou, © Love, for deligbts! 
For we read, that 1% Lord "taketh. pleaſure in his 


| geople, Plalm cax. 4. 
4 84 Ting e, glory ſhall come in, it implles, 


that his ae mall be continual. He will not come 


in as a ſtranger, or wey-fur ing man to tarry only for 
u nigit, but he will come in as a conſtant reſiden- 
ter, ſaying of the ſoul; asche does of Zion, Pſalm 
cx xX. 14. This-is my reft for ever, here will I 

| well, „ it, OTIS nt 
I The//econd particular, upon this general head, was 
to mentioh'a few of the GREAT THINGS. he brings a- 
long with him when he comes. And indeed they are 
ſo great, that their greatneſs is unutterable. For, 
1. He brings God along with him; and it cannot 
be otherwiſe, ſeeing God is in Chriſt. He that hath 
ſeen me, ſays he, -hath ſeen my Father. alſo. This 
mutual. in- being of the Father, and the Son, and the 
believer is each other, will remain an impenetrable 
myſtery till the laſt day declare it, John xiv. 20. 
At that day ye ſhall know thut I am in my Father, and 
%% ß 989 
2. He brings the Spirit along with him, to re- 
. ceive of his and ſbew it unto you. He brings the 
Spirit to abide with you for ever ; to bring all things 
to yuur remembrance, and to guide you into all truth. 


| * 3. He brings all the g/orious per fections of God a- 


long, with him, to be employed in and about the 
ſou that opens to him in a way df believing. The 
infinity of God, to be the inexhauſtible fund of our 
ſupply; his eternity, to ſecure the perpetuity of our 
inhexitance; his unchangeableneſi, to aſcertain our 
perſeverance notwithſtanding of our daily failings 
and infirmities; his wi/dom, to give us counſel ; 
his power, to defend us; his Holineſs, to conform 
us to himſelf; his 7»/tice, to acquit as; his good 


rich the poor; white raiment, for clothing the nak- 


heart to Chriſt; it unites with bim, takes hold of 
his righteouſneſs for pardon and acceptance, and 


continually brings an empty hand to receive out of 
his fulneſs. - 


is the fruit of it; bence ſays the apoſtle Peter, He- 


out of every flower of the promiſe, and ventures 
boldly through all dangers and difficulties in the 


.to pleaſe Gods Heb. xi. 6. 


and ſoul-ruining nature da e tory: 2 


to open 70 the Kine: of Groun, : 19 


eſe, to withhold nothing that is for: our dee 
and his truth,' to do as he hath ſuid. WE 

4. He brings all the pr omiſes of 6 
long with him, and all the bleſſings that are contain- 
ed in them. He brings gold tried in the fires to en- 


— 


ed; and 1977 -/alve, for enlightening the eyes of the 
Wind. He brings /ife to quicken the dead, liberty 
to the captive, and an ample indemnity to the gu 
ſinner of all bis tranſgrefſons, be what they: will. 
He brings /trength to the weak, healing to the dif- 
eaſed, and comfort to the mourner in Zion. In a 
word, he brings ll things along with him; hence 
days the apoſtle, 1 Cor. iii. 22. ALL; THINGS, are 
yours, and ye are Ghriſt's.—$So much for the . 
nal part. 1 now proverg to make ſome 

f APPLICATION. of what hath. been ſaid, l 
the FIRST Uss ſhall be of ml eat in two 
Inference. 

I. Hence ſee the excelleney 1 605 A” of faith. 
Other graces do virtuouſſy, but faith excells them alk; 
for it lifts up, and throws open the doors of the 


- It is by faith we have peace with God : 
it purifies the heart ; and ſometimes joy unſpeakable 


lieving, ye rejoice, with jay unſpeakable. 


Faith glo- 
ries and trium 


s only in Chriſt ; it ſucks honey 


ſtrength: that is in Chriſt Jeſus. In a word, it is 
the very thing that moſt glories God, and is moſt 
plealing unto him; for, without Tales it is Were 


2, Hence, on the other hand, ſee the malignant 
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opens the doors of the heart unto Chriſt, unbelief 


* 


ſhuts and keeps them faſt againſt him. It is the 
great mean whereby Satan keeps poſſeſſion of the 


I; for, it puts no value on the precious promiſes, 


it deſpiſes the threatenings, and gives a flat refuſal 
to the command of God to believe on the name of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. O then ! fate heed, left there 


be in any of you' an evil heart of unbelief, rejecting the 


counſel of God againſt! yourſelves, neglecting ſo 
great ſalvation, and conſequently bringing upon 


The 'SEconDd Usk ſhall be of ExAM NATION. 


This is a Communion- Sabbath with us in this con- 
gregation; and the expreſs command of God is, 


come in to them. | 


Let a man examine himſelf, aud fa let him eat of this 
bread, and drink of this cup. And as it is the duty 
of communieants, ſo Hkewiſe of all others whohear 
the goſpel, tb examine themſelves whether they be 
in the faith, Well then, try whether, in a way 
of believing, your hearts have ever been opened un- 
to the King f glory; or, whether he hath actually 


> 


1. If your hearts have been opened to him 


believing, then, vpon his very firſt entry, his rivals 


have been diſbanded, and you have been made to 
ſay, with Ephraim, What have I to do any more with 
idols? You defite henceforth to give no more peace- 
able poſſeſſion to fin as formerly, but conſtantly en- 


deavour to reſiſt it, and to wage a perpetual war 


with it ; | and when you ſee you cannot get rid of 
it, you will groan under the remains thereof, ſay- 


ing, with Paul, ho ſhall deliver me from the body 
„ „„ „, EST 72707 Oo 
2. If your hearts have been opened to Chriſt, 


/ : 


. * have been made to fall a- wondering at the mateh- 


els glory and excellency of his perſon; that none 


jeeſs an the great God is your Saviour; that he, 


h οννν it 'no robbery to be equal with God, ſhould 


r 


— 


=> © 


d- 
t- 
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ke upon him the form of a ſervant, and become 
kedrent unto death, even thy death of the croſs, in 
our ſtead, When you ſee the two natures of God 
nd man met together in a per ſonal union, you will 
e ready to ſay, with amazement,. H{hat huth God 
rought ! Without controverſy great is the myſtery 

„ nd 5 | 
3. If the King of glory hath come in to your 
earts, the glory of his perfon has ſo darkened all 
reated excellency, that you account it 4% than no- 
bing and vanity, when compared with him; even 
s the ſtars quite difappear when the ſun ariſes in 


the firmament. If he hath come in, he will be ab- 
olutely matchleſs and incomparable in your eye, ſo 


bat you will be ſaying, as it is, Pſalm Ixx1v. 6. 
T hou art more glorious and excellent than all the moun- 
aint of prey. _ 3 | 4 


4. If the King of glory bath come in, you have | 


* 


experienced ſomewhat. of heart- melting grief and 


"rrow, ariſing from a diſeovery of the evil of fin, 


in what he ſuffered on account of it in your room 
and ſtead, Zech. xii. 10. They ſhall look upon me, 
whom they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, 


When you get a view of God as paciſed towards 


you, for all that you have done, you will be ſo con- 


founded as never to open your mouth any more, becadſe | 


of your ſhame, Ezek., xvi. 63. 


: 


4 


5. If your hearts have been opened to the King of 


glory, in a way of believing, your afedtions of 
love, deſire, and eſteem, will be ſtrongly moving 


out towards him; or, at leaſt, you will know fome- 
times what. it is to be /c4 of love; that is, to have 


a ſoul · ſickneſs, becauſe you cannot get him loved 
according to his wort. a e 


6. If the everlaſting doors of your hearts have 
been opened to the King of glory, then you Will 
deſire farther acquaintance and intimacy with him, 
nearer conforinity and likeneſs unto him, and more 
and more /iberal' communications from him, in 
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| whom dwelleth all the fulneſi of the Godbead bodili 3.0 
It will be your deſire to ſpeak to his praiſe, to rullf 
His errands, and to cauſe” his name lobe remenber 
e 


The Tuiss Usk ſhall be of FX HORTATION. And 
our exhortation to all and every one of you, with: 
out exception, is, in the words of our text, Lif 
uþ yur heads, Oe gates 7 an be ye lift up, ye ever 
laſting doors: let the iaculties of your ſouls, which 
are the doors of your hearts, fly preſently open, iy 
© way of believing, to receive in the King of glory, 
who is jult now ready, in the diſpenſation, of the 
word, to come in to each of your hearts. O be 
perſuaded to let him in to the innermoſt receſſes or 
retirements of your fouls! We call you in his 
name, and beſeech you in his ſtead, that ye keey 
not ſhut doors upon him, on ſuch a day as this 5% 


wer) 


when he is come, both in the word and 85 70 the 
emanding acceſs in the moſt kindly manner, and br 


by the moſt endearing compellations, ſaying, Opeliff 1, 
to me, my ſiſter, my love, my dove, my MY 775 Wa I 
75 head is filled wiih the dew, and my locks with ihe 
| frops of the night. B 
Now, becatfe the Lord Jeſus draws with the cord; 
of a man, or deals with men and women as rational 
agents, I ſhall preſent you with ſome ſcripture ar- 
guments, or motives, to engage you to lift up the 
everlaſting doors of your hearts unto the King of 
glory, that he may come'in. Only, while, we are 
eſſaying to perſuade you from the word, look up to 
bimſel? that he may put in his hand by the hole of the 
door, and make your bowels move for him; that he 
would make his own way; and, by the diſplay of 
his glory and majeſty, in the word, ride in proſpe- 
roufly into your ſouls. Well then; 
I. Conſider what you and J are; and what fort 
df a habitation our hearts have been, into which the 
King of glory hath either come, or into which he 
4 ell by e | p73 3 


Fu 
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inſt now offeritig'ts enter. Why, we ate natu- 
; 6 4 generation of vipers, rebelſiuſ children, loath- 
me” creatures, ſeparated from God, by reaſon af 
De leproſy of fin; we are under the curſe, and 

wice dead, dead in, fin, and dead in law. AS 
or our hearts, they have deen an habitation of dark- 


LM eſs, an habitation of Juſts, and an habitation of 
eie, the Hold of every foul ſpirit, and the cage of 
F 
. ual Babylon, — XVI! 2. e be 155 with 
lory onder and amazement, that ever nch a g orious 
1; erſon ſhould come, in the word of his grace, and 
Wo DAG fuch ' deſperately wicked hearts as ours are, 
s oof L uh peur heads, O ye gates ; and be je lift up, » 
bi everlaſting 'daors, Fi 1 


Keep wake when he comes in. He will pull down ſtrong 
ent %% e, caſt down, imaginations, and every high 1 
K that exalteth itfelf againſt the knowlege of Cd, and 
r . He will bind / ſtrong man, and overcome 
% bim, and take from him all his armour wherein he 


rrufted, and divide his ſpoils.” In a word, be will 
make old things to paſs away, and all things to became 


| 27 on 0 open your hearts to him, con- 
fider what he hath promifed 70 be unto you, when he 


comes in. He hath promiſed, that he wil bea Father 


2 Cor. ill. 18. He hath promiſed, that he will be a 
husbgnd, whe will detrothe you to himſelf for ever, 
Hof: it. 19, He hath promifed, that as a Prophet, 
obe will make you Know the myferres of the kingdom ; 
as 2 Prieſt, he will offer up your prayers and praif- 


es with acceptance, Ifa. Ivi. 7, Their burut-offer- 
Tor Ant nod ö cob rn. 2ory 
| f#r; and as a Ning, will protect you in, all your li- 
e 


— 


2. Conſider; what a wonderful revohution he will 


pen NO captivity very thought to-the obedience of 


to you, and that yau ſhall be his ſony and daughters, 


derties and privileges. He hath promiſed, chat he 
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will be a Counſellor to adviſe you in all your ſtrait 
and a Guide to lead you in the way you know. not, 


ding you lift up and open the, everlaſting doors 0 
your hearts unto him. He is your. near &jn/man; 
ane of your bone, and fleſh of your feſb: for, becauſe 
1 he children were partakers of fleſh and blood, he alf 
 «bimſelf likewiſe tak part of the ſame; and he hath 


thy hushand. Should not this engage you-to open 
to demand entrance into them. He hath.travclled 
_ unſpeakable ſorrows and priefs.; he bath travelled 


on and tentation.; through. the deep ſeas of foul- 
0 trouble and anguilh 


—ͤ—ũ—646—ẽ —— — 
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4. Conſider hoy, i he is unto you, who is bid: 


acted a kinſman's part to the full; he bath aveng. 


ed your quarrel on Satan, who ruined you; and 


hath redeemed the forfeited inheritance; and is nov 
demanding you in marriage, ſaying, 7hy Maker i 


* 


* 


5. Conſider what an expenſive- Journey: he bath 
made, in order to win to the doors of your hearts 


not only thropgh poverty and reproach, but through 


not only through the armies of bell, and the terri- Hob 
tories of death and the grave, but through deſerti- Mou 


{+ 
» * 


iſh, and through the impaſſable 


o 


1 


mountains india ayenging wratn: pet; after all, Ne % 


to keep the door 0 nd 
ungrateful is it! Could you find in your beaxts to en 


aàcquaintanees, who would come to viſit you through 
much difficulty and danger? ' Yet, how e 
Vorſe is it to refuſe acceſs unto him, who was wound. 
e for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for aur iniqui- 


God in, him! © 


hearts, in a way of. believing, for the King of glo- 
© ry is fond to come in] yea, he is ſo fond to come in 
to your hearts, ill as they are, that he ſtands, he 


ut upon him, O how wicked and Ne 


give the back of the door to any of your friends or il 


. 


ties; and who was made ſin for us, though he #new 


ue might be made the righteouſneſ of 


no ſin, t at 


6. O be perſuaded to lift up the doors of your 


» - % * 


\ 


knocks, he cries at your doors. He is gtieved when 


/ 
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id your Rear ts are hardened againſt him, and moſt glad 
off when they open ungo him; for, the day of his en- 
u trance, being the day of bis efpouſals, Is therefore 
uſel the day of the gladneſs of his Peart, Song iii. 11. 
" WL Conſider the any bar conſequences of keep- 
thing the doors of your hearts ſhut upon him by un- 

belief, He will be proyoked to depart from you, 


19. | | 
10 and then we w/ be unte you in that cafe ; for all 
ou manner of ſpiritual plagues will waſte and conſume 
von: a plague bf blindne/3 that you ſhall not ſes 


what belongs to your peace: a plague of hardref), 
whereby neither word nor rod ſhall have any good 
fe& upon you: a plague of borrerine/7, whereby 
no fruit will be found on you from bencaforth: and 


fieep on, till yo! . 
8. Conſider, that if you continue to keep the 


ri- Noors of yout hearts ſhut upon the King of glory, by 
ti- Hour unbelief, then Satan will continue to:reign and 


le Pe the ſervitude and drudgery he will tet you to: 
II, Ne will ſet you a feeding of your own twinilk luſts ; 


ad our drunkenneſs perhaps, or your uncleanneſs, 


to Hour pride, Font covetoulneſs, and the like: hs 
or Pill ſet 70 

zh on dream, chat you are eating and drinking, and 
ly and in need of nothing ; but, behold ! when you 
d. Wvaken, you will find, to your fad experience, 
- Pen it is paſt remedy, that your ſoul is empty 
u Mean while, he will take care to make your bands 
of rong 3 and, in theſe very bands, he will make 
Nou dance, to his ſpring, till at length-your mirth 


7 > 
* 


»- Veeib. O that you were wiſe, and confideted tee 
in Ihings in time FO We | Wa 
ie , Open the doors of your hearts by believing, 


n Ind then the moment that your ſouls ſhall leave 


ſour bodies at death, they ſhall immedigtely paßt 


"s the palace of the King of glory, where they all 


> plague © ett, whereby you ſhall ſlumber and 
I in hell you lift up your eyes. 


nle over you as his ſlaves and vaſſals; and fad will 


4 fools paradiſe, whete he will make 5 


nd jolity end in weeping, and wailing, and gnaſbrng | 
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abide in the greateſt happineſs and glory, till they 
be united to their reſpective olorified bodies at the 
laſt day; and then ſoul and body ſhall be for ever 
with the Lord, unweariedly employed in ſongs of 
everlaſting joy, and ſorrow and fighing. ſhall fly 
away; for God. himſelf ſball wipe Way all tear 
nene i oa LS Be. 
But, my dear friends, why need I inſiſt on argu- 
ments with you, to, perſuade you. to believe, or 
o open your hearts to Chriſt? The, call and ex. 
hortation in our text, bears its. own. motive. and 
argument along with it, Lit up your heads, © ye 
gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors, and 
the King of glory ſhall come in. This is enough, 
the King of glory ſhall come in: this, I ſay, ought 
to have influence with you all to open in a way of 
believing, that tbe King of glory ſball come in. He 
Full come in to beautify you with his falvation, to 
_ juſtify you by his righteouſneſs, to ſand#ify you by 
the inhabitation of his Spirit, to be your God for 
ever and ever, and your guide even unto death, when 
vou ſhall be beyond all hazard and danger, the 
e having then for ever paſſed away. 0 
then! for the Lord's ſake, and bur own 170 ul's 
ſake, harken to the call of God in the text, Lf! 
ap your heads, O ye gates and be ye lift 1 Je ever: 


7 come in: 


leſting. dcors, and the K ing of glory ba 


in this piace, and I knew it not. 
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Iorscovxsx on the 


I Evening of the 
ame Day, afterthe T ABT ES. 


IN proſecuting the Applicatian of the ſubject 1 
was upon in the morning a little further, 1 hall 
only; t the time, offer a few obhſervations upon the 
MANNER in which the King of glory demands ac- 
ceſs to the hearts of ſinn ers of mankind'; and then 
remove few osJrcTroxs againſt opening unto 
him id a way of believing. With reference to he 
MANNER in which the Ring ef glory demand acceſs ! 
ints the hearts of ſinners, I may obſerve, ' lll 

1. That when he comes to the door of any 
man or woman's heart in the word, it is without - 1 
oer ation to any other than the particular perſon 1 
with whom he is dealing at the time. Every one 4 
here pteſent, who is awake, and whoſe mind is 1 
not wandering upon other objects, has acceſs to |} 
bear the external Wund of the goſpel equally ; but 
none knows what the Spirit of God is doing with 
his word, but the individual perſon with whom he 
is at work, either in a-way of convittion, illumi- ; 
nation, conſolation, or the like ſpecial influence. 

2. I may obſerve, gs was formerly binted, that 
the Lord Jeſus doublet or repeats his demand for 
acceſs. into the hearts of poor ſinners, as you ſee _ os 
the words of the text ay bear, Lift up your. Te 
leads; Oye guter; and be ye lift up, ye everlaſtins _ If | 
drs: He ſtands at the door and knocks, as wait» 1 
ing to be gracious, and loath to take a denial ; and + 
rely the oftener the call is repeated, the more ink 

cuſable will we be, if we refuſe to heacken'; form 
It will de more tolerable for thoſe who never heard. Þ}; 
he goſpel, than for us who neglect / great fluss |: 
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2s The Doony of the HAAR fimmoned 
3. Chriſt doth not demand acceſs into the heart 
of every ſinner after the /ame manner; fo that his 
way with one, cannot de the meaſure. of his deal. 
ing with another. He makes a demand for entrance 
into the hearts of ſome, in a milder, and into the 
hearts of others, in a more aCůul and terrible man. 
ner; as you may ſee in his different way with the 
_ Failor, and with Lydia, ' The terror of the Lord 
were Jet looſe upon the Jailor, diſplaying the nature 
and deſert of fin, in ſuch a clear and formidai!: 
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1 light, that the poor man was preſently brought to 
his wit's end, and knew not what to do: he {prong 


in, and came trembling, and ſell down before Pau 
and Silas,-— and ſuid, This what muſt. I de te be [av 
ed? Acts xvi, 29, 30. Whereas, upon the other 
hand, the heart, of Lydia; was opened in a much 
ſofter and milder way: it would. ſeem ſhe had not 
| theſe previous legal convictions, at leaſt. in ſueh 1 
degree, as the „ eee for, it is ſaid, verſe 14. 
of the ſame chapter, that in hearing of the. word, 
the Lord opened her heart, that ſhe attended unto the 

> things that uere ſpoten of Pau. 
4. It may be noticed on this heads: that none 
can poſſibly be in a more de/ſþergle conditron; in this 
fe, than when the 50n of Gh eas ro de. 
mand entrance into their heartꝭ n mere for; in 
this caſe, their ruin is inevitable; in regard. they 
are judicially given up to their hearts luſts, as Iſrae 
was, Pſa. Ixx ki. 11, 12. My people would not hen rb. 
en to ny voice, Iſrael would have hone of me; fo | 
gave them up to their hearts luſts, ani they united in 
their own counſels; Or, which is the ſame thing; 
they are left entirely to themſelves, which was the 
© _ caſe with Ephraim, Hoſ. iv. 19. Ephraim ir joined 
NE t his idols, let him alone. Fot, when he: calls, and 
we refuſe; and when he ſtretebes out his hands, and 
1 _ _. no man. regardeth, it is no wonder, that he allo 
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is eren to the Kind of OU 9 
wn now, becanſe it cen Who ” * Wi 
ſter], to prepare the way of the people, to'caff up the 
die gather ou! 1 ie, Iſhall 3 
endeavour to remove lome or ions, Which un- 
belief may be ready to make againſt opening the 
door of e e e gen men | 
ing acceſs, laying, Lift up your heads, O ye gates'; 
ond be ye lift r. 10 f. er doors.. oY 05 
1. Then, Some may be ready to ſay, My con- 
© ſcience teſtifies I am ſuch à guilty ſinner, and that 
my guilt hath ſuch peculiar aggravations attenaj- 
* ing ie, that I cannot think that ever the King of 
glory will look near the like of me... | 
I anſwer. Our Lord jeſus never yet refuſed to 
come in to a ſinner, merely on account of the great - 
neſs of his fin; nay, on the contraryy be invites 
and calls the guiltieſt and greateſt of ſinners to open 
unto him, ſadying, Come mow, let us reaſon fagrthen, 
though pour fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be ubite as 
ſnow : 4houg/) they be red like crimſon, they Hall be 
4 We What were Manaffeh, Mary Magdalen, i 
Paul, and others, but the greateſt of ſinners? Yet "2 
they obtained mefcy, that they might be a pattern 
to all after-fintiers, not to deſpair of mercy,on'ac- | 


— 


count f the gietegeſs of their fin. Yea, you ſhould 
be fo far from this, that you. ſhould make the grens-· 
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30 The Dooxs' of the HEART ſammaned | 
- = Mufwer;' This looks like the language of a proud IM 3 
legaliſl, who imagines he can prepare himſelf for n. 
_ *the reception of the Ning of glory, as eaſily as he 
can prepare for the entertainment of a perſon of di- 
ſtinction among men. But, Sirs, there is @ vaſt 
odds: we may make ſome preparation for the en- "xl 
tertainment of à fellow - creature; we may cleanſe ! F 
dur houſes, and have things in tolerable order; 1 
but we can make no preparation at all for the fir /t th 
reception of the King of glory into our hearts, The f 
more we ſtudy to ſweep ourſebves clean, before his 5 
een. we will leave {till the more naſtineſs 4 
behind, The only way is, juſt to let him in to out 
hearts as they are, that he may ſit them to be a ha- 
bitation for himſelf: ſor it is he that muſt ſancti fy 
and cleanſe us; it is be that muſt: give us repent- 
anee and remiſſion of ſins; and, in a word, it is 
he who muſt work all our works in us. 
38. If any of you fay, I have experienced no- 
t thing of a law-work; and therefore I cannot think 
b he is calling meat preſent to open to him, till the 
lau once become my ſc bool: maſter to lead me to 
Aiſwer. So foon as you open to'Chnilt'by believ- 
ing, the Jaw obtains: its end; it righteouſneſs 
thereof is fulfilled in you: and therefqre di not make 
the want of a law-work a bar in i way. of your 
opening unte him; but let the abſolate need you 
ſtand in of him, determine you to give him en- 
trance. For, remember, while you keep ſhut-doors 
upon the King of glory, yourare living in diſobe - 
dience to the fir} and great commandment of the 
law, Which is to lobe the Lord our God with all our 
beart, und with all our foul; and this you can never 
do without believing, which is the root and ſpring 
n,, Marat 32 op SH. 
435᷑ Says another, I have refiſed'acce/s to Chriſt 
1414 ſo oſten, that Tam afraid he will never come in 
to me now. Ts %%% pe OE. 
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open to the King GTU. 

.» Hafwers, Though au baye- refuſed rimes'withe | 
out number, yet he ſtill watts to be gracious 3" for, 
ſays be, I haue ſpread out my hands all t he day bg & 
te a.rebetlions people. He is as ready to come in now; ; 
28 ever; otherwiſe be would not make the call 1 
juſt now ſound in your ears, [Lift up your heat, 6 
Je gates, etc. For, though you have played the har- 1 wav f 
lot with many lovers, yet return ag gin unto me, ſai 4 h 1 
4 45 Says angther, I am quite dead, Hke- the dry - 

* bones ſcattered about the grave's mouth, and theré- 


fore he cannat be calling me to open unto him.. 
Aſiwer. He commands us to-propheſy unto the | 
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enemy's power, whom be moſkharraſſes 
temptations:; for, when the e 214 
the bouſe, his goods are at f Howe 
only way to get ru of your temptations, 'he 
rid ſoever they may bez. is to open to the: 


| glory by believing. It is ke only that gan e 
%«ͤ ͤ or, baving/ beer himfelf © | | 
{in, he cannot but be touched with the 14 of res W 
mien and therefore, will either keep us. from 
being tempted'to fin; or fupport and deliver ug when 
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we are tempted. Be not afraid then, / 
ve ar ed. Be not afraid then, only bed 
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30 he Doons of the HEART fimmoned 


Anſwer. This looks like the language of a proud 
tepalift, who imagines he can prepare himſelf for 
"the reception of the King of glory, as cafily as he 
can prepare for the entertainment of a perſon of di- 
ſtinction among men. Bat, Sirs, there is a vail 
odds: we may make ſome preparation for the en- 
tertainment of à fellow-creature 5; we may cleanſe 


our houſes, and have things in tolerable order; 
but we can make no preparation at all for the ir /f 


reception of the King of glory into our hearts. The 
more we ſtudy to ſweep ourſelves clean, before his 
Frſt in- coming, we will leave ſtill the more naſtineſs 


behind, The only way is, juſt to let him in to out 
hearts as they are, that he may fit them to be a ha- 


bitation for himſelf: ſor it is he that muſt ſancti fy 


and cleanſe us; it is he that muſt: give us repent- 
ance and remiſſion of ſins; and, in a word, it is 


he who muſt work all our works in us. 


. 


3. If any of you fay, © I have experienced no- 


* thing of a lau- worl, and therefore I cannot think 


© he is calling me at preſent to open to him, till the 


lau once become my /chool-maſter to lead me to 


Che?” : 


uf Hnfoer So foon as you open to Chriſt by believ- 
ing, the law obtains its end; the righteouſneſs 


thereof is fulfilled in you: and therefqre do not make 
the want of a law-work a bar in the way of your 


opening unto him; but let the abſolute need you 


| ſtand in of him, determine you to give him en- 


trance. For, remember, while you keep ſhut doors 


upon the King of glory, yoware living in diſobe- 


dience to the ;/ir/t and great commandment of the 


law, Which is to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, and with all our ſoul; and this you can never 
do without bclieving, which is the root and ſpring 
|. 4+ Says another, I have refuſed acceſs to Chriſt 

£ ſo often, that I am afraid he will never come in 


* tome now. | 


% — ** ah. ” VY 


| to open to the Ri no of GLORY. . 
Anſwer. Though you. have refuſed times wih - 
out number, yet he [till waits to be gracious; for, 
ſays he, I have ſpread out my hands all the ay lung 
to a rebellions people. He is as ready to come in now, |; | 
as ever; otherwiſe he would not make the call! 
| juſt now ſound in your ears, L up your heat, ©. | 
i je gates, etc. For, though you have played the hr. 
5 lot with many lovers, yet return again unto me, faith 
4 %%% ß. i 

5. Says another, I am quite dead, like- the dry "$1 4 

* bones ſcattered about the grave's mouth, and there» 8 | 
* fore he cannot be calling me to open unto him.. 
Anſwer, He commands us to prop hey unto the n 
5 dry bones, and to tell them, Thus /aith the Lord ; 
Gods Behold, I will cauſe breath to enter inis you, 
and you ſhall live. Therefore, awate, thou that fieeps 
| eſt, and ariſe from-the dead, and Chriſt ſtull give thee 
| light. For, the hour coniethhy and now is, when the 
3 dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they |} 
5 , f/... DI 
6. Some perhaps may be ſaying, I am barraſſed 
« with ſuch dregdful and uncommon temptotiins, that 
© I fear the King of glory is ſo far from ſeeking ac I 
* ceſs to my heart, that 1 am quite given up to le 
" © power pane y ¶ß]ẽ ðV?dnt 9 
Anſwer. It is not theſe who are given up to the 
enemy's power, whom he moſt har raſſes wich his 
temptations; for, when the an armed Keeps 
the bouſe, his goods are at pf However, the 
only way to get. rid of your temptations, how hor- 
rid ſoever they may be, is to open to the King of 
| glory by believing. It is he only that gan, /iccour » 
wen that are tempted +. for, W umfſelf _ 
. tempted in all points like as we are, though without 
ſin, he cannot but be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities.: and therefore; will either keep us from 
being tempted to ſin, or ſupport and deliver us when 
we are tempted. Be not afraid then, only betieve ; 
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